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November 2009
I think we have Þnally made it to fall.  The 
sky is falling, and thunder and lightning is 
ushering us into November.  We are start-
ing to question our new home purchase 
with a metal roof!  A nice soothing pitter-
patter of rain is very relaxing - but come on! 
Do we really need any more hail and buck-
ets of water?!  Oh well, it is Seattle.   Next 
month maybe we will get three feet of 
snow!

I was able to get out on the water for the 
last big hurrah of the racing season.  Seat-
tle Yacht Club hosted the Grand Prix Re-
gatta over three days back in October.  I 
wasn't able to sneak out of work on Friday 
so I missed quite the ride.  The winds were 
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in the upper 20!s gusting to 30.  Shoot the Moon 
only had seven crew that day but they still man-
aged to pull out a fourth place.  Now wouldn't you 
know it, in typical Northwest fashion the wind blew 
itself out on Friday and petered out over the re-
maining two days.  Saturday two races were 
started and two were cancelled.  Not very exciting 
andvery frustrating.  Still it was great to be out on 
the water.  Sunday was more promising with a bit 
more breeze.  To make up for lost time the race 
committee threw in 4 races.  We actually held in 
there pretty well and managed to scratch out a 
third place. Not bad for the heavy old gal.  Now 
don!t worry - the racing is not over.  We have the 
Snowbird Series starting up, and if you moor out 
on the lake there is the Goosebump series.  

mailto:rudderpost@shilsholebayyc.org
mailto:rudderpost@shilsholebayyc.org


November 2009  

SBYC Rudderpost Web Version                                                                                                                                           Page 2

It is election time for the SBYC Board and there is a great bunch of folks lined up to take on 
the Club duties for 2010.  Remember these members are voted by YOU!  If you want to put 
your name in the hat there is still plenty of time.  A lot of time and effort goes into helping our 
club stay on an even keel.  This is your opportunity to help shape our Club.  Many of us have 
our suggestions or ideas on the direction of the Club and this is a perfect opportunity for you to 
help out.  This month!s Dinner Meeting will be that time to show your support and jump into the 
water with the rest of your Board members.  All positions are open and in the past we have 
had a few run offs for multiple members seeking a positing.  I am coming into the twilight of my 
position as Commodore.  I started out as a Director for a couple of years, then Fleet Captain, 
Race Chair, and Þnally through the ranks of Rear, Vice and now Commodore.  It has been fun 
and a great experience.  If you are not sure about this year - start thinking about next year.  
Board meetings are open to all Club members so if you want to drop by and see what goes on, 
just let us know we would be happy to have you. 

I think we can all agree that SBYC is a great Club.  We have top racers and crew, but we also 
have a wonderful mix of members.  I would also argue that we have the best cruises and 
meetings, and lastly when we all get together on sea or land nobody can hold a candle to our 
parties.  Your Board has done a wonderful job this year and needs members like you each 
year to help out and keep the Club going.  

So come on don!t be shy we don!t bite...  well, maybe just a little nibble.  See you all next 
week!.

Trevor Sterry
Commodore

Nomination of the 2010 Board
Appointed Positions Elected Positions

Rudderpost Editor - Alice Anderson and 

Rubie Sanborn-Johnson

Commodore - Don Wills

Fleet Captain - Dennis Palmer Vice Commodore - Kevin Bruce

Quartermaster - Robert Blaylock Rear Commodore - David Horn

PHRF Handicapper - Joe Grieser Treasurer - Christina Hannan 

- Kirk Doyle

PHRF Director - Dave Schutte Secretary - Lynne McNulty

PIYA Representative - John Sterry Director - Tom Kerr

Database Manager - Trever Sterry Director - Michael Hoffman

Race Protest Chair - Mike Spear Race Chair - Kevin Dolan

Webmaster - David Horn Cruise Chair - Chris Powell
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SBYC November Dinner 

 - Awards and Elections

Halloween is past, but the ghosts of mischief are still 
wandering the virtual reality of my world!" Yep, a virus at-
tacked my computer and created some added havoc this 
past week." Still I've managed to piece together our din-
ner menu for the November pre-Turkey Day repast." 

Dinner choices will be Citrus Salmon Salad with New 
England Clam Chowder in place of your dinner salad." Or 
enjoy the Top Sirloin steak with a port wine demi glaze 
sauce and a dinner salad.
"
As November is our yearly election and awards meeting 
there will not be a formal presentation, but rather we will 
attend to our voting duties and to showing our apprecia-
tion for our racing cadre.
"
Please come join your SBYC friends in saluting our great 
group of racing sailors and crews, and voting for next 
years Club OfÞcers and Directors.

You should have the Evite dinner invitation in your email 
inbox by now.  If not, give me a call, or send me an email 
at vicecommodore@shilshlole-bayyc.org and let me 
know your dinner choice." 

See you all at the dinner meeting November 19th!

Vice Commodore Don
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Nancy Merson passed on this harrowing report from her friends Stuart and Cath Kirk, 
who were cruising in American Samoa at the time the Tsunami hit last September.  

This morning we were shaken awake by an earthquake - which seemed to have no end!  We were 
aboard Gallivanter and tied side-to a big concrete dock in the heart of Pago Pago, American Sa-
moa. After living up & down the California coast, I knew this was no minor tremor.  

After the rude awakening, Cath & I walked across the dock and chatted with a few of our fellow 
sailors, one of whom said that he'd just done a Google search on "recent earthquakes" and said 
that it measured-in at 8.1 and the epicenter was only  120 miles distant. We returned to Gallivanter 
and I turned on our laptop  and searched the same website. Sure enough there it was... "8.1 earth-
quake - American Samoa - 20 minutes ago". I clicked on the "Show Map" option and noticed the 
epicenter was located south west of Pago Pago... which is located on the southern side of the is-
land. 

Just as I was considering the ramiÞcations of that little fact... all hell started breaking loose! Our 
boat was on the move!  My Þrst reaction was to start the engine and dash up on deck to see what 
was going on. I witnessed the water around us was rapidly dropping!  Rapidly!  In a blink of an eye, 
we were on the bottom and the boat was falling away from the dock!  Three of our big dock lines 
popped and we fell right over into the mud - the entire basin we had been ßoating in only  moments 
ago had completely  drained! People were screaming! Next - the water came ßooding back in at an 
even more alarming rate and the next thing I knew we were ßoating directly above the dock! Over 
the concrete slab and drifting toward a young lady we knew (from another boat) who was desper-
ately hugging a power pole and up to her chin in swirling water! I told Cath to cut the two remaining 
dock lines with our serrated bread knife and to be quick about it! As I put the boat into gear, we 
were somehow washed back off the dock and into the basin.  As I advanced to full throttle, we ac-
celerated through a ßoating debris Þeld of ßoating docks, fuel drums, sinking boats, a shipping con-
tainer and a barnicle encrusted wreck - all of which were spinning in the torrent of rapidly dropping 
sea level.  It was absolute mayhem! 

As we steered out toward the deep  water in the center of the harbor I looked over my shoulder and 
saw what appeared to be a waterfall pouring off the dock and shore beyond.  Not one of the dozen 
vessels remained at the dock. All were underway in a matter of seconds... with or without crews 
aboard.  We motored around in the middle of the harbor watching the waves of ßoods & ebbs while 
wondering about after-shocks and our fellow cruising sailors.  As we passed one of our neighbors 
she shouted to us that her husband had been washed off the dock as they were trying to get away.  
She was alone and seriously  concerned.  Other boats broke free from their moorings and anchors 
in the initial seismic waves and many were driven ashore, or driven under by loose tuna boats. 

After about three hours, we felt it was Þnally safe enough to return to the dock. All we had were 
lengths of old line and we were short a couple fenders.  We were the Þrst to go in and we started 
un-tangling lines and helping others get back along side the concrete dock. All of the store-fronts 
along the water were destroyed, roving mobs of kids could be seen looting, the fence around the 
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Cruisers! Account of American Samoa Tsunami



dock was gone, and every  boat on stands in a nearby boatyard were washed away. Big Þshing 
boats were now in parking lots across the street. Absolute destruction was seen everywhere along 
the shore. Phones and power were down but we got back online right away and I immediately went 
back to the recent earthquakes website to see if things have been calming down in the center of 
the earth. A number of aftershocks as strong as 6.0 had been recorded - but thankfully  no more 
wave action was noticed. Online news reports say that the earthquake lasted three minutes and 
the highest ßood rose 25 ft above normal! There were 20 conÞrmed deaths... including our neigh-
bor who was swept off the dock. Most fatalities occurred in and around the harbor where we live.. 
One friend wound-up on his boat nearly  1000 feet away from the water after breaking from his an-
chor and sailing right down Main St. - taking power & telephone wires down with his mast! 

Some people lost everything...including their lives. We came through remarkably well with only mi-
nor damage sustained to our toe rail when the dock lines parted, and to our fender basket which 
was the only point of contact with that drifting wreck. I never felt any jarring loads while we were 
hurtling around above & below the concrete dock, so I believe our hull, keel & rudder suffered no 
damage from the wildest boat ride I've ever been on. 

We're all okay... and very lucky. And we've adopted a tiny kitten. And that's the way it is. 

All the Best - All the Time, 
Kirk, Cath & Stuart 
s/v Gallivanter
~~~_/) ~~~ 
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You!ll Þnd the Membership Renewal form for 2010 in this month!s Rudderpost.  
You can also download a Word version from the Club!s website. Please complete 
this information form and return it with your dues.

We would like to encourage members to include their"cell phone numbers"to sim-
plify"contact when cruising or on Club cruises.""Also it greatly simpliÞes"the job of 
the Rudderpost editor and saves costs if Club members receive the Rudderpost 
by e-mail rather than snail mail.

In order to be listed in the 2010 Membership Roster, your dues must be received 
by December 17, 2009.

"
For more information, contact Kevin Bruce, Rear Commodore.

Membership Renewals
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I understand that the salmon bake was a great success.  I was traveling in Europe and, therefore, 
was not able to be there.  Thanks to Jim Carey for buying the salmon which, I understand, was 
very enjoyable.

I have enjoyed a great year cruising on Limmershin and on Serenite.  Now is the time to Þx all the 
problems that arose during the year and get ready for a great year of sailing in 2010!

SKI CRUISE
Plans are underway for this Winter!s ski cruise which, once again, will be at 
Mission Ridge on March 5 – 7, 2010.  We have blocked out 25 rooms at the 
Red Lion Hotel in Wenatchee.  The rates are the same as last year,  $89.95 
for a room with one queen bed and $99.95 for a room with two queen beds.  
You will again be responsible for making your own room reservations  - be 
sure to mention that you are a member of the SBYC group.  As per last year 
we will be arranging for a hospitality room for drinks and for a dinner on Sat-
urday night.  Details will be in the December Rudderpost.

# # # # # # # # # Cheers and great cruising,

# # # # # # # # # John Sterry
# # # # # # # # # Cruise Chair

The 2009 TransPuget BeneÞt Race in September had a great turnout this year with 38 boats on 
the course." This is a new high turnout"for the race and great news, particularly in a challenging 
economy with a signiÞcant donation in the entry fee." All appeared to have had a great time, mostly 
drifting lightly  around the course, and then"attending a fun party at the"CYC clubhouse." Adventu-
ress also had a super turnout for the day sails out of Shilshole, raising over $1200 herself, which is 
a super opportunity for everyone on board as well as the organization's outreach program."We 
raised"net proceeds"of"over $2000 to Sound Experience from race and party receipts." Next year's 
TransPuget race and party is scheduled for Sept. 11, 2010.

The Club recently"replaced the Spring Beach (R) and Jeff Head (J) marks with new 8" diameter, 
10' long"permanent buoys (they ßoat 5' above the waterline)." These replacement marks are set at 
the same coordinates as the previous marks (listed on the web site and in the race book)." These 
marks are easily identiÞable by the bright orange "SBYC" painted"down the sides.

The 2009-2010 Snowbird series (http://shilshole-bayyc.org/snowbird.aspx) starts this month." En-
tries are due to the Club mail box by November 18th." The race series is one Saturday per month 
over the next Þve months." The dates are November 21, December 12, January 16, February 13, 
and March 20." 1st start is 11:00am with the Þrst warning horn at 10:55am." We will have non-
ßying and ßying sales classes." Print out the entry form at 
http://shilshole-bayyc.org/Documents/2009-2010%20SBYC%20Snowbird%20Entry.doc and"mail it 
in with your entry fee as soon as possible." We look forward to seeing more club boats out this 
year and to using the newly replaced racer marks!

# # # # # # # # David Horn
# # # # # # # # Race Chair

Cruise Report

Race Report
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Upcoming Events
November 19 November Dinner Meeting - 

Anthony’s at Shilshole

November 21 Snowbird Series Race 1

December 12 Snowbird Series Race 2

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 
2442 NW Market St. #98 
Seattle, WA  98107


