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Calendar for 2017: 

Apr 14-16 - Yellow Fest May 19-21 - Burger Burn 

Jun 9-11 - June Dinner Dance July 3 - Poulsbo Fireworks Raft Up 

July 26-27 - Summer Rendezvous Sept 1-4 - Purple Passion Cruise 

Sept 29-Oct 1 - Salmon Bake  

I am pleased that, after some negotia-
tions, we have signed a one year con-
tract with Ivar’s Salmon House that 
keeps our dinner rates at $35 per per-
son and our minimum payment for the 
room reasonable.   

 

Dinners alone do not meet the mini-
mum but, so far, the bar bill more than 
makes up the difference.  Be sure to 
order your drinks from the staff in the 

meeting room and not at the bar.  For those that prefer non-
alcoholic beverages coffee, tea and soft drinks are available at 
no charge.   

 

At our March dinner meeting we got some feedback about 
service and food preparation that were not up to par and we 
passed that on to Ivar’s management, so expect improve-
ments at our April meeting.  Please don’t hesitate to com-
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ment on any aspect of your dinner meeting experience to Ken 
or me; Ivar’s management is very open to feedback and has 
been responsive to feedback.  Note that, for one meeting only, 
the room is not available this month on Tuesday, so be sure to 
come on Thursday.  I hope to see a big turnout to hear our 
speakers who cruised for many years in both the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, around Cape Horn and three times through the 
Panama Canal.  For this event they will be focusing on the 
Azores. 

 

Thanks to our Cruise Chair, Nancy Kick, we have an exciting 
program of cruise events, starting with Sam and Dave’s Yellow 
Fest this coming weekend.  We have a new venue for the din-
ner dance; the Salmon Bake will be in Port Orchard, and the 
second annual Purple Passion Cruise will be held again in Quar-
termaster Harbor. 

 

Also thanks to Tom Madden and all those who help with organ-
izing the Snowbird Races, now completed for the season. The 
September Transpuget Race benefits the Footloose Sailing As-
sociation, the Northwest’s premier sailing program for people 
of all disabilities.  I am proud that several of our members ac-
tively support this organization. 

 

If you haven’t yet looked at our new website, developed by our 
Webmaster AJ Mallory, go to http://www.shilshole-bayyc.org 
and check it out.  AJ has a long list of additions to incorporate 
and we will keep you up-to-date with the changes; your feed-
back is always welcome. 

 

Cheers, 
Colin. 
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This month’s program will cover Gordon and Elise’s passage from the Caribbean to 
the Azores which they made in May 2012. The boat was in the Azores for approxi-
mately one year. Having discovered some damage from their passage they needed a 
boat yard for repairs. When the repairs were completed they visited five of the nine 
islands. Each island had its own flavor and they were all inhabited by friendly & help-
ful locals. 
 
Come, see and hear the trials and tribulations of an Atlantic crossing to the Azores 
Islands. They currently reside with their boat in Shilshole Bay Marina right across 
from Dave & Sam Krause. 

         Next Dinner Meeting: Next Dinner Meeting: Next Dinner Meeting: Next Dinner Meeting: Thursday April 20, 2017Thursday April 20, 2017Thursday April 20, 2017Thursday April 20, 2017    

IVAR’S Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, SeattleIVAR’S Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, SeattleIVAR’S Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, SeattleIVAR’S Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, Seattle    

5:30pm Meet and Greet - 7pm Dinner in the Banquet Room 
 

Topic: An Atlantic Crossing 
 

Speakers: Gordon and Elise Schmidt 
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MENU 
  

Seasonal Mixed Field Greens Salad 
Choice of: 

Cedar Plank Sockeye Salmon 
Maple glazed, Fuji apple & sweet onion marmalade, cornbread pudding 

Or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Penne pasta in Alfredo cream 
Or 

Ivar’s World-Famous Fish & Chips 
Alaska True Cod, coleslaw 

Or 
Penne Pasta Pomodoro 

Penne pasta, Roma tomatoes, fresh basil, garlic, chili slake, olive oil, white wine, par-
mesan cheese 

 
Includes: 

Seasonal Vegetables with Protein Entrees 
Coffee, Decaf, Hot Tea 

 
Special dietary needs can be accommodated; please let me know. 
Main course selections are due by 9:00 PM on Thursday April 13. 

 
Note that the deadline for reservations is also the deadline for cancelling a 

previous reservation; otherwise you will be charged for the meal. 
 

Please respond with your choices to vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org 
 

Please have your check or cash ready when you arrive. Correct change is appreciated.  
Dinner is $35 per person. We cannot accept credit/debit. Please purchase your drinks 
from the staff in the banquet room. The receipts count towards our room rental mini-
mums. 
There is parking available on the east end of the restaurant and across the street. 
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CRUISE REPORTCRUISE REPORTCRUISE REPORTCRUISE REPORT    
bybybyby    
    

Nancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise Chair    

  

 

Oh my, how Spring has sprung! This time of the year when the trees are pink always 
makes me happy. We have a few in our yard - the cherry tree is starting to “snow” its 
petals, so we have pink sidewalks too. Oh joy! 

“I like pink. Pink is my signature color.” – Julia Roberts, Steel Magnolias 

 

 

Speaking of beautiful spring colors, our next event is Yellowfest, which takes place 
Easter weekend at Blake Island. Please look for more details in Sam & Dave’s article. 
This is late in the year for Easter so hopefully the weather will be nice…keep in mind, 
the nicer the weather, the more crowded the dock so please plan to go early (i.e., 
Thursday if you can) and please bring firewood. I’m sorry to say we can’t make it this 
year, but know all will have a fun time (as always.) 

 

In May we have the Burger Burn the weekend of May 19-21. More details will be in 
the May Rudderpost.  
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June Dinner Dance 

 

June 10th from 4pm – 10pm at the Brownsville Yacht Club. 

 

The theme is Spaghetti Western (Do You Feel Lucky?) 

 

This is an all-inclusive evening that includes appetizers, dinner, wine & beer, dessert, 
and dancing with a live band; all for the low, low price of only $40/person. 

 

Come for the whole weekend! Friday night we have rented the fire pit for a fun sing-a
-long. 

 

This event is accessible by car or boat. If you are coming by boat, please make your 
reservation at the Brownsville Marina by calling (360) 692-5498 and make sure to tell 
them you’re with SBYC so they put our boats together.  

 

More details will be coming in the official invitation that will come to your email 
around the middle of May. RSVP is required for this event. 

 

If you have special dietary requirements please notify Dave Krause (our head chef) so 
that he can incorporate them into the menu. 

 

Anyone interested in helping with the rest of the prep please let me know and I will 
make sure to let you know when we are working on stuff.  

 



                                                                                                                              April 2017 Newsletter    Page 7     

 

Yellow FestYellow FestYellow FestYellow Fest    
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Sam and Dave Krause, Yellow Fest ChairsSam and Dave Krause, Yellow Fest ChairsSam and Dave Krause, Yellow Fest ChairsSam and Dave Krause, Yellow Fest Chairs    

  

 
Ahoy, Ahoy, Ahoy, All you drunken sailors!!!!  
 
Once again it’s time for those crazy, hazy daze of Yellow Fest!!!  
 
The SBYC and Sam and Dave invite you to that all traditional Yellow Fest.  
 
Come one, come all, and don’t be late, this year the fest is later in April, the weekend 
of the 15th.  And the more we get there early (in the week), the more dock space we 
can grab and allow for rafting.  We plan to be there Thursday evening. 
 
Don’t forget to bring fire wood and mini bottles (5/person participating, bottles that 
is.)  We will have yellow ribbons/pipe cleaners/yarn for your bottles. 
 
The hunt is Saturday at 3:00 pm and we’ll be having a BBQ and pot luck to follow in 
the pavilion.  (Thank you, Nancy, for being prompt with the reservation!)  And some 
music until 9:55 PM. 
 
Prizes will be given for various endeavors, such as best decorated boat, fewest bottles 
found, most found, and prize eggs. 
 
Please come and help us celebrate this fine tradition! 
 
For questions, contact Dave at 206-817-4148 or Sam at 206-789-3689 or 
sakrause@mac.com. 
 
At Blake Island, we will be monitoring Channel 71 and Ham 147.480 simplex. 
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Race ReportRace ReportRace ReportRace Report    
bybybyby    
    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

  
 

 

 

 

Blakely Rock Benefit Race 
April 1, 2017 

 
This year the weather looked a little iffy, but at the last minute the forecast was for 
scattered showers and winds from the south at about 10 knots. The forecast said the 
winds would die around 5:00pm, but given the 11:00am first start we should have no 
problems finishing the 13 ½ mile course before the winds died. There were 115 boats 
registered for the race, which is the most I can remember in recent times. The boats 
were divided into 16 classes, with around seven or eight boats per class. 
 
All was going according to plan; the rain quit early that morning, the wind was 
around 10 knots, the skippers meeting was uneventful, and when I arrived at the 
boat, most of my crew was there and already had the sail cover off and were prep-
ping the boat to race. We were in the fifth start, along with eight other boats. Includ-
ed in our class was a T-bird, a couple of J-24s, and three other light boats. There was 
a Cal 34, and a Capri 25, which were at least similar in displacement/sail area ratios. I 
knew with the light winds, the smaller light weight boats would be difficult to beat. 
There were several other boats in the event that I race against a lot, but most of 
them started in classes many minutes different than our start, so there was a good 
chance they would be in different wind conditions during the life of the race. This 
year that turned out to be abundantly true. 
 
We did not have our best start, but we did manage to stay out of the congestion at 
the line though, even if we were about a minute late.  
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We headed off on port tack, hoping to cross in good time and maybe find a lift or two 
on the Kitsap side of Puget Sound. Nearly all the other boats had the same plan, and 
the T-bird and the J-boats were all being sailed very well. We were fighting an ad-
verse tide, so getting out of the middle of Puget Sound was important.  
 
As we approached Eagle Harbor, the wind had shifted around from the east enough 
that we could clear Wing Point, and even though a ferry was leaving Eagle Harbor, it 
was enough in front of us that there was no conflict.  

The wind began to get lighter as we continued south towards Port Blakely, and finally 
we decided to tack and make our last run for Blakely Rock. After the tack, we made 
our choice on when to make our last turn for the rock, making sure we had a little ex-
tra room due to the adverse current, and also picking a spot that did not put us in the 
wind shadow of other boats. That tack was not a good one! There was a bad over-
ride on the winch, and we had to fall off about 30 degrees and slow way down to 
clear it.  
 
By the time we were able to properly trim the sail we were no longer going to clear 
Blakely Rock, and we had to make two more tacks to get around. There were lots of 
other boats at the rock at that time, and each skipper had a different opinion of how 
close they were willing to go by the rock. ON top of that, not all the boats were mak-
ing the same speed. Our rounding was fine, although there was a much slower boat 
in our way, and a couple of others that came in from behind that limited our ability to 
maneuver.  
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We rounded, found a clear spot, raised the spinnaker, and began a fast downwind run 
back to Meadow Point. We were sailing along at better than six knots, but between 
the winch over-ride and the congestion at the rock rounding, some of the smaller 
boats in our class that we had finally put behind us were now back beside us, or 
slightly ahead. 

We stayed out in the middle to take advantage of the better winds and the favorable 
current until we passed West Point and had to start turning east towards the Meadow 
Point buoy. Some of the boats went way in towards the Shilshole breakwater, and as 
we watched them, they seemed to find a favorable current, even though we were still 
where the tides should be with us and strong.  
  
As we got up to the marina, the wind began to die. We could see smooth water up by 
the buoy, but we had to go there; it was the next mark on the course. We stayed out 
as best we could, but again, many of the faster boats that started behind us had 
caught up, and each one takes its toll on the wind we needed to keep moving.  
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As we got to within a couple hundred yards of the buoy, the wind was down to about 
a knot, and the spinnaker was having a hard time staying full. What was not apparent 
as we approached was a current from the north!?!??.  Ahead of us we could see one 
of the Moore 26’s pinned against the buoy, and we tried to stay out a bit so we didn’t 
drift into the buoy ourselves.  

Suffice it to say that it was a tight rounding, with very light winds, various boats tell-
ing us to turn more quickly (which we could not do to give other boats room) and the 
current taking us straight into the buoy. Just as things were looking like trouble, a lit-
tle puff of wind came by and gave us just enough speed to clear the buoy (by a cou-
ple of feet.) 

After that is was a drifter to the finish line. The last half mile of the race took us 
about 45 minutes, but we did finally cross, after watching two other boats that had 
hit the mark before us do a penalty turn, and even Airloom, who was not far behind 
us managed to drift into the mark and had to take a turn. If you are not familiar with 
sailboat racing, after touching a mark, you can clear yourself of the infraction by tak-
ing a one turn penalty, but doing so in extremely light air can take five or even ten 
minutes if you have a big heavy boat. 
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In the end, we finished sixth out of eight boats in our class, but we did have a great 
time out on the water. 

 
Other notable boats from our club include:  
Kowloon  (Ken Chin) 
Breeze  (Joe Bozick) 
Corvo105 (Tom Kerr) 
Last Tango (Jim Geros) 
 
All of these boats corrected out with better times than Sea Trek II. Results are posted 
on the STYC website if anyone is curious. This year the wind was not kind to the 
slower boats. Those that finished quickly had wind for the majority of the race. Those 
that were still on the course after about 2:00pm had to sail the rest of the race in 
very light winds, so they had a tough time being competitive. 
 
Next up for me will be the Ballard Cup series, along with teaching students from this 
year’s Mountaineers Sailing class. I’m fairly confident summer will arrive bringing dry-
er, warmer, weather, and another season of fun on the water. 
 
Tom Madden. 

 

Pictures by: Monique Anderson 
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Cool Tool for Club Events 
 

Ever been on the way to a Club event and had a question like: 

•  What slips are we able to use? 

•  What time is dinner? 

•  Is there extra space if I don't have a reservation? 

•  When/where is the party? 

 

Or perhaps you're at an Event and have questions like: 

•  I wonder whether anyone else would like to go for a hike? 

•  Where is the pre-dinner party happening? 

•  Has anyone got some WD-40 I can use? 

•  Are Roger and Julie truly no longer flying the rubber chicken? 

 

What if you had a free app on your smartphone where just club members at that 
Event were linked for quick, simple group messaging? 

 

Well that cool tool is called SLACK.  It's free and it has great value.  And, it's quick and 
simple to load up and use.  Ben Lobaugh and AJ Mallory (our Club tech wizards) have 
introduced SLACK to many of us on the Board and it's going to get used by anyone 
who wants to at the upcoming Yellow Fest event.  

 

Many of us are a bit "tech weary."  We feel like we're in tech overload.  I personally 
am most upset with our current remote control technology for the TV.  All these keys, 
functions I'll never use and have no need for, and then to hear that this is all very 
"intuitive?"  Are you kidding me?  If this is intuitive, then I'm the Tooth Fairy. 

 

But, over time, the good technology comes through and does great things for most 
everyone.  GPS?  Email? Google Search?  And now, SLACK. 

New Online Tool for Club EventsNew Online Tool for Club EventsNew Online Tool for Club EventsNew Online Tool for Club Events    
bybybyby    
    

Roger Newby, Rear CommodoreRoger Newby, Rear CommodoreRoger Newby, Rear CommodoreRoger Newby, Rear Commodore    
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If you're a reluctant adopter of new apps (I'm actually a member of this distinct 
group myself), I recommend asking one of us using SLACK to just help you load it up 
on your phone the next time we're together.  Or, if you are willing, go to 
www.slack.com and join up.  Or follow the link below to the space on our website 
now devoted to SLACK.  The "team" you're joining is "shilsholebayyachtclub".  You 
pick your own password and decide on a few functions (which you can change any-
time) and you're in.   

 

The advantage here is that SLACK is designed for group communication.  No need to 
input all your recipient's emails or phone numbers (like texting.)  Here you just click 
on "Yellow Fest" and you're instantly a part of a group who are attending Yellow Fest 
(or whatever other event or club group that gets set up.) You can read what others 
are saying, staying in the background, or send a message yourself (questions, opin-
ions, humorous observations, etc.) 

 

So, those of us who are using this cool tool will gladly help others load it and use it.  
As I said, I'm a very selective technology adopter, but this one is a no-brainer - free, 
easy to use, and useful.   

 

Here’s a link to a web page on our web site where you can get links and other in-

structions to help get you started with Slack http://shilshole-bayyc.org/slack/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Slack Technologies Inc. Logo 
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The following items with our SBYC logo are available: 

Fleece Hats are once again available.  They are made by KAM industries in Ballard, as 
before, but will be a different fleece fabric that is more wind resistant than the previ-
ous fabric. They will be “one size fits all” but will be somewhat smaller in size to the 
previous hat. 

 

Please email me at: nancymerson@gmail.com  if you are interested. My email at 
Quartermaster@shilshole-bayyc.org is not currently in effect.  The price will depend 
on how many hats I order, but I will need at least 12 orders for the hat to cost 
$28.05 each, and I only have orders for 2 hats at this time!  

 

Decals are still available for car or boat windows at $3.50 each.  I will have them 
with me at the next dinner meeting at Ivar’s and have about 15 left. 

 

The “Zazzle” account, for other items, including clothing, has not yet been trans-
ferred from the previous quartermaster and any item ordered has a royalty that will 
NOT go to our club.  I would like to request that nobody order anything from that 
site until it is resolved.  I am seeking legal advice to get the issue resolved. 

 

Quartermaster ReportQuartermaster ReportQuartermaster ReportQuartermaster Report    
bybybyby    
    

Nancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, Quartermaster    
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T h e  R UDD ER POST  T h e  R UDD ER POST  is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. 

Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommo-
dore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of 
the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise ar-
ranged, Sept. - May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation dead-
line.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Find us: 

Online at www.shilshole-bayyc.org for club information and contacts, race results, and to register 
for events. 

On Facebook at “SBYC” or https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC 

On Twitter at https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC) 

Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2017Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2017Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2017Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2017    
bybybyby    
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