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Commodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe BozickCommodore’s Corner   By Joe Bozick 
Spring has arrived.  With the rec-
ord March rainfall, it’s time to get 
down and make sure your boat is 
in order and ready to take ad-
vantage of the great weather 
ahead.  

Last month we heard from guest 
speaker Mark Bunzel, publisher of 
Fine Edge Publications in Ana-
cortes, and the newest “owner” 

of Waggoner Cruising Guide, the most popular cruising guide 
in the Northwest and British Columbia.  The information in his 
books really helps to make our cruising more enjoyable. His 
enthusiasm for the local sailing grounds, as well as his under-
standing of these places was well showcased in his talk. 

The Snowbird races have now wrapped up and awards pre-
sented to the boats that placed in the top three positions, at 
happy hour preceding our last dinner meeting.  Thanks to Tom 
Madden for serving as race chair and running such a good 
race series.  Also thanks to the Hillises for providing Olele for 
the series.  

 

RUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOST        
S h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C l u b  u b  u b  u b      

April 19 - Yellowfest 

May 3   - Opening Day 

May 17  - Burger Burn 

June 14  - June Dinner Dance 

July 3   - Poulsbo Raft-up 

August 13 - Summer Rendezvous   

October 4  - Salmon Bake 

Cruise Dates 2014 
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Nancy Merson 

Race Protest Chair 
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Micheal Thompson 
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Jerry Hillis 

Webmaster 

David Horn 
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Pauline Bruce 

Contributing Editor 

Sally Rawlings 

Jeff Hummel, director of Sales and Marketing for Rose Point 
Navigation Systems, will be joining us as a guest for the April 
dinner meeting.  He will be talking about using your pc based 
navigation software and the internet, and how to plan your 
next trip. 

 

The action is heating up, with Yellow-fest upon us in a couple 
of weeks.  Sam and Dave have been in the planning stages of 
the event, while Larry Clark is spearheading the main course 
that involves rotating a lamb, or pig on a rotisserie.  It was 
great last year – Thanks Larry.  

 

Ann Girvin, Director at Large, has shown strong leadership in 
planning and recruiting members to develop our entry into the 
Seattle Yacht Club Opening Day parade, with Sharon Clark at 
her side planning for fleet decorations and dress attire.  A big 
work party is scheduled for Wednesday April 9 from 7pm to 
9pm to create the parade decorations.  The work party will 
meet at Ballard sails, right next to West Marine at Shilshole 
Bay. 

 

The June Dinner Dance is currently being planned by Mary 
Murphy and Sharon Clark. The theme this year is circus-circus.  
The enthusiasm for this theme has 
been staggering.  Look for one cool din-
ner dance in June.  I am sure that Mary 
will provide opportunities for members 
to help in the planning and in the set-
up and decorating at the event.  Details 
of the dinner dance will be found in the 
cruise section of this and future Rudderposts. 

 

Roger Newby, our Rear Commodore, has been active in becom-
ing familiar with various venues for dinner meetings that could, 
at some time in the future, become alternates to our home at 
Anthony’s.  His current report shows that Anthony’s is our best 
fit at this time, although member feedback is always appreciat-
ed. 
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With a strong enthusiastic board, the club is moving into the Spring of 2014 at full 

stride.  With new members coming on board, and great activities in the making, let’s 

make this another year to remember.   Don’t forget, it is the club members who bring 

life to the club and make for such fun times and develop such enduring relationships.  

Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis     

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday April 17April 17April 17April 17, 2014, 2014, 2014, 2014    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  ----        7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner     
    

Speaker:  
JEFF HUMMEL 

Director of Marketing and Sales for 

Rose Point Navigation Systems 

April is the start of “itchy foot” season - the weather is getting bet-
ter and the lure of the open waters begins to take hold. Dreams of 
a summer vacation start to take shape and planning for that cruise 
north begins in earnest.  

 

Enter our April speaker who will be here to help make it easier and 
even more fun to plan that vacation. 

 

“Heading North: Using your PC based navigation software and the Internet to plan 
your next trip” will be brought to you by Jeff Hummel, Director of Marketing and Sales 
for Rose Point Navigation Systems.  

Rose Point, as you may know, is the maker of Coastal Explorer, navigation software 
for the recreational boater. Jeff will cover the techniques for gathering information on 
the Internet and saving it for future use in Coastal Explorer and other programs—all 
bent on making your cruising experience more enjoyable.  
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Jeff Hummel is a native of the Northwest and is deeply rooted in boating traditions. 
His grandfather fished for halibut in Alaska on a vessel called Thor, which is still oper-
ational today. Jeff rowed on crew at the University of Washington where he majored 
in product design. Jeff was a part owner of Nobeltec where he worked for seven 
years and was instrumental in creating the first radar overlay products in the recrea-
tional market. He currently heads up business development and international sales at 
Rose Point Navigation Systems, makers of Coastal Explorer. Jeff owns an 80 foot 
trawler he uses to explore the waters of the northwest and has plans to cruise the 
South Pacific, departing in September of 2016.  

 

“Time is precious, time boating even more so,” says Jeff. “When you head north you 
can maximize your enjoyment by being better informed about the places you plan to 
visit.”  

 

In a few days, you will receive an email invitation to the dinner meeting. Please RSVP 
as soon as possible, and no later than Monday, April 14. And remember, this is your 
time to reconnect with fellow club members, and hear an interesting and useful talk 
by a professional in the business. 

                                            Quartermaster ReportQuartermaster ReportQuartermaster ReportQuartermaster Report    

                                                By Nancy MersonBy Nancy MersonBy Nancy MersonBy Nancy Merson    

 

 

 

 

 

There are three seamstresses busy making the left-over, very large shirts with the 

SBYC logo into pillows.  But not many orders have come in for them as yet. There will 

be nine more pillows available soon! Please see the quartermaster, Nancy Merson, or 

email her at: nancymerson@gmail.com, to order your pillow. They cost only $20.00 

for the smaller size, and $25.00 for the larger size pillow. The colors are white, red or, 

in a very limited quantity, navy (only 2). They will be washable and a colorful addition 

to your boat! 

SBYC Pillows for your BoatSBYC Pillows for your BoatSBYC Pillows for your BoatSBYC Pillows for your Boat    
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Once again I would like to say that the Ski Cruise was a great success. We had 10 
people who attended. The skiing was great. We went to El Agave (the old Tequilas) 
for dinner Saturday night.  
 
I am thinking about the next year's Ski Cruise. Maybe we should consider a new ven-
ue, like Schweitzer, Whitefish, Sun Peaks, or Bend. Send me an email to let me know 
what you think. My email address is mikecomp@clearwire.net 
 

(Photos courtesy of Cathy Aldrich and Sam Krause) 

SKI CruiseSKI CruiseSKI CruiseSKI Cruise    

By Mike ThompsonBy Mike ThompsonBy Mike ThompsonBy Mike Thompson    

Avant-ski (before ski) A Mystery Skier. Après-ski (after ski) 

Notes from Victoria, BCNotes from Victoria, BCNotes from Victoria, BCNotes from Victoria, BC    

from members Kirk and Kris Doylefrom members Kirk and Kris Doylefrom members Kirk and Kris Doylefrom members Kirk and Kris Doyle    

Kris and I will be leaving Victoria at the end of March. During our six months here a 
few notable changes have occurred that may be of interest to club members: 
 
1- The customs dock has moved from in front of the bright pink building, just north 
of the seaplane base, to the east side of Fisherman’s Wharf. Fisherman’s Wharf is the 
first large grouping of docks that you see on the starboard side. 
 
2- After forty years, the Undersea Gardens has been closed and towed away. 
 
3- The old Wax Museum now has a Robert Bateman art gallery on the second floor 
and a Starbucks and a really nice Steamship Grill and Taphouse on the first floor. 

 

Kirk Doyle 
S/V Linger Longer 
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Cruise UpdateCruise UpdateCruise UpdateCruise Update    

By Mary Murphy, Cruise ChairBy Mary Murphy, Cruise ChairBy Mary Murphy, Cruise ChairBy Mary Murphy, Cruise Chair    

HELLO SBYC, 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls of all ages, I am proud to present the 2014 
SBYC June Dinner Dance Theme!  Allow me to introduce our very own Bonnie Murray 
who came up with the spectacular idea during our first committee planning meeting 
last week - Barnum & Bailey/Ringling Brothers welcomes SBYC to the GREATEST 
SHOW ON EARTH.  Are you a great audience? Well, LET THE SHOW 
BEGIN…………..  

 

CIRCUS 
 

 

Is your true inner self a Lion Tamer?  Or is your head up in the clouds and you like to 
fly through the air on a Trapeze? Is your self-image inflated like a Strong Man? How 
about that lifelong dream of being Shot Out of a Cannon?  Most of us boat owners 
are already Contortionists so here is an opportunity to show off your skills.  Do you 
need an opportunity to get rid of some hot air by being a Fire Breather?  Does your 
aging brain act like a Juggler, Jester or Plate Spinner some or all of the time?  Would 
it be fitting for your personality to control the biggest terrestrial animal on earth and 
become an Elephant Trainer?  Or are you a social Stunt Artist or Solo Unicyclist?  
Maybe you are a Sneaky Monkey and try to steal peanuts from innocent people?  
Uhmmmm that implies Bad Monkey could show up this year to play out true self!  

 

There are a multitude of ideas for costumes, people, like sword swallower, clown, ma-
gician, tight-rope walker….etcetera……etcetera……etcetera.  It was unanimously de-
cided during the planning kick off meeting that if you don’t come to the party in some 
character form, you will be required to wear a red nose throughout the evening.  

 

I have reserved 12 slips at the Kingston Cove Marina for June 14th.  You must call the 
Port of Kingston and identify you are with SBYC for a reservation. 

The Show Must Go On! 
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You are invited!! 

..to join Dave and Sam Krause at Blake Island for the weekend merriment.  Festivities 
take place on Saturday, April 19 beginning with the Bottle Hunt around 4:00.  Then, 
after Cocktails on the dock, the Potluck dinner at the Point Pavilion will begin around 
6:30.  (Rumor has it that the Clarks will be bringing large meat on a spit.) 

 

After dinner we hope to enjoy music created by our various club members.   

 

PLEASE COME EARLY if you can as there are no reservations in the marina.  Sam & 
Dave will head over on State of Mind on Thursday.  (So sorry to miss another Dinner 
Meeting!) 

 

Don’t forget to bring firewood!!!!! 

 

If you want to participate in the Bottle Hunt, make sure to deliver your bottles (5 per 
hunter) dressed in yellow to Sam & Dave on State of Mind by 3:00.  Yellow ribbon, 
yarn and pipe cleaners will be supplied if you need them.   

 

Prizes will be awarded for the person who finds the most bottles, the least bottles, 
best costume, and best decorated boat.  Think Spring, Think Yellow!  

 

Maybe if we’re lucky, the Easter Bunny’ll visit us again this year…  

 

If you have any questions, contact Dave & Sam at (206) 789-3689. 

 

And don’t forget about the upcoming Yellow Fest event on April 19th.  The picnic shel-
ter is rented and waiting for Larry Clark’s surprise roasting of some poor animal again 
this year.  Is it a Boar?  Is it a Lamb?  Or is it a Manatee this year?  Come to Blake Is-
land and find out.  See you there.   

Yellow FestYellow FestYellow FestYellow Fest    
Dave & Sam KrauseDave & Sam KrauseDave & Sam KrauseDave & Sam Krause    
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AND!!!! 

Please celebrate August’s birthday with us on Friday, April 18 at the Point Shelter.  We 
will light the BBQ and hotdogs and the fixings will be provided.  

 

Please email Nancy at imagination.celebration@gmail.com if you are planning to 
come and want hotdogs.  Feel free to bring snacks and drinks up to the shelter at 
5:00 and we will start the dogs at 6:00. 

 

Your presence, not presents, is all that’s requested. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on Blake Island, rain or shine. 

 

 

 

Blake Island Park - www.insidebainbridge.com  

Map courtesy of www.meetup.com. 

Island view -  www.gonorthwest.com 
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The Trip to the Race The Trip to the Race The Trip to the Race The Trip to the Race ----    MBYC Spring RegattaMBYC Spring RegattaMBYC Spring RegattaMBYC Spring Regatta    
March 22March 22March 22March 22----23, 201423, 201423, 201423, 2014    
By Tom MaddenBy Tom MaddenBy Tom MaddenBy Tom Madden    

This year I decided I would again participate in the Meydenbauer Bay Spring Regatta. 
The racing takes place over a two day weekend, with three races on Saturday and 
one on Sunday. After the Saturday races, there is a wonderful dinner put on by the 
Meydenbauer Yacht club; usually consisting of prime rib, fish, salad and all the trim-
mings. 
 
This was the first time I would have the “privilege” of opening the SR 520 drawspan, 
since ongoing construction still has the east channel bridge closed 
to marine traffic, and Sea Trek II is too tall to traverse the western 
hi-rise. I decided to bring the boat in early Saturday morning ra-
ther than have to do the car shuffle on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day. Since you need to make your reservation to open SR 520 at 
least 2 hours in advance, I called ahead on Friday and made a drawspan opening ap-
pointment for 8:00 Saturday morning, figuring that would leave ample time to get to 
Meydenbauer Bay Yacht Club to pick up the rest of the crew and get out to the race 
course by the 10:00 start. 
 
Part of my crew agreed to help take the boat through the locks, and we met at Shil-
shole at 05:30 Saturday morning. The weather had been cold that night, and the deck 
was icy and slippery. There was no wind, but with the darkness and just the breeze 
from the 5 knots of boat movement made the trip to the locks extremely cold. I was 
already shivering as we made our way in, even though I had several layers on under 
my coat. We had to be very careful getting the lines ready for the locks due to the icy 
deck. 
 
All was going according to plan, and we made our way through the RR Bridge and 

locks, and were approaching the Ballard Bridge at 06:30. I gave the 
required horn blasts, but got no response. After waiting about 10 
minutes, I finally called on the radio, and still got no response. I 
called again a few minutes later, and the slightly annoyed sounding 
response came back “Bridge Shop”.  We could see people in the 
bridge tower, and when I asked if they would be able to open, they 
said that this was their off hours, and I needed to call two hours in 

advance for an opening. They further went on to say I would just have to wait until 
7:00 for my opening! OK, just doing the math, it is 5.1 miles to the SR 520 drawspan 
as the crow flies, and there are 4 bridges to open and a few land masses to avoid 
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along the way. I called the WSDOT radio, explained the situation and told them I 
might be a few minutes late to my 8:00 appointment at the drawspan. They thanked 
me for the info and said they would pass it on to the bridge crew. At 7:00 sharp, the 
Ballard Bridge opened, and it was off to the races, hoping I could make up the time 
at full throttle and 6 knots. As we approached the Fremont Bridge, I could see anoth-
er boat waiting to go the other way. We were about 5 minutes away when I saw the 
gates go down and the bridge opened to let the other boat through. Again, I called 
on the radio, and asked it they would hold for me, and the received and “double 
click” reply. (They don’t like pleasure boats calling on the channel 13 VHF radio) 
 
As we got to about 200 yards from the bridge, it began to lower, and I muttered a lit-

tle something under my breath for the City of Seattle bridge 
crew. I honked my horn, and got the usual 5-toot reply (wait a 
few minutes) from the bridge tender. WE waited, waited, and 
waited some more, even though there was almost no traffic on 
the bridge at 7:15 on a Saturday morning. Finally, after about 
20 minutes, the bridge gave the horn signal and proceeded to 
open. At that point, I knew there was no way to get to the 

drawspan by 8:00, but we just plodded on as fast as we could. University Bridge 
opened promptly, as did the Montlake Bridge. 
 
As we made our way out past the UW, I kept looking at my watch. It was 7:50, and 
we had just passed Husky Stadium. As I approached Webster Point, 
my cell phone began to ring. I answered, and it was the SR 520 
tower. They were wondering where I was, to which I replied I was 
just passing Webster Point, and would be there in about 10 minutes. 
They grumbled a little, and said they would see what they could do, 
but said I might have to wait a little while.  I kept the throttle wide 
open, and  hoped they could just delay things a few minutes and get 
us thorough. 
 
Just as we were passing the western hi-rise, I saw the rolling slowdown trucks stop-
ping traffic, and I could see they were going to get us through on time. It takes 
about 5 minutes to raise the lift spans before they can pull back the draw-spans, and 
I was there just a few feet from the joint between the pontoons before they began 
the process. I think we only waited about a minute before the spans began to move, 
and I was on my way through as soon as there was ample room in the opening. I 
was through before the spans were even half way retracted, and the maintenance 
guys on the end of the pontoon said ‘hi’ as we made our way though.   

(continued….) 
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Then……..out came the postponement flag. The winds were too light to start the 
race! You know, it just figures - 
 
Tom M. 

 

T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the 
guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions be-
fore Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the 
Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday before the 
June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org.  Find us on Facebook at “SBYC”. 

Three years ago, I had two banners made in Whitefish, Montana to decorate the 

boats in the opening day parade.  They were 50th Anniversary banners, and it was 

the year that we won an award in the class we entered in.  One of the banners was 

on my boat and the other was to have been on David Horn's boat, but he was unable 

to make it, so it went to Larry and Sharon Clark's boat.   

I gave my banner to the cruise chair to be used at other events that year.  I have no 

idea where either of the banners went after that year.  It may be possible to reuse 

those banners for the next opening day parade, by converting the ’50’ to ’53’ on the 

lower part of the banner or just covering that part up. 

Does anyone have one, or both, of these banners  

and can get them back to me ASAP?  I will come 

and collect the banner(s) if needed.  Thanks for 

your help!  nancymerson@gmail.com 

HELP! Missing SBYC BannersHELP! Missing SBYC BannersHELP! Missing SBYC BannersHELP! Missing SBYC Banners    

Nancy MersonNancy MersonNancy MersonNancy Merson    

 


