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“There is nothing, absolutely 
nothing half so much worth do-
ing as simply messing about in 
boats.” For many of us in SBYC, 
this quote, from Kenneth Gra-
hame’s The Wind in the Willows, 
pretty much describes our feel-
ings for our boats and our boat-
ing lives. 

 

Throughout the years, Jerry and I have had a number of out-
door hobbies - hiking, backpacking, snow camping, mountain 
climbing (Jerry, not me!) and car/tent camping to name a 
few, but it wasn’t until we got our first boat in 1976 that we 
found and stuck with something. How could we continue that 
for almost 40 years and not get bored, broken or bankrupt by 
it?  

A major reason is that boating isn’t a one-off, it doesn’t have 
a single focus, and it’s not a seasonal activity. When we say 
“boating”, it can mean sailing or racing in a sail or power 
boat. It can mean picking a destination, hopping aboard and 
taking off to spend the night in some peaceful cove, but often 
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Dates for your Calendar for 2015: 

April 26  - Cruise to the Dock    July 3    - Poulsbo Fireworks 

May 16   - Burger Burn, Blake Is    July 29  - Rendezvous at Sucia 

June 13  - June Dinner Dance      Oct 3     - Salmon Bake, Brownsville 
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there’s a lot more to it, much of it engaging with the beauty, 
wonders, entertainment and magic of the Pacific Northwest. 

Recently, our neighbors got a fishing boat intending to use it in 
Lake Washington and on the Sound, but also with the hope of 
finding some interesting places to go. “Where do you guys go 
when you take off?” they asked.  

 

Well, we spent last weekend in Langley with Jim and Joyce 
Carey, strolling through the town and shopping, then went to 
dinner at a nice, friendly restaurant with delicious food; in the 
past we’ve gone to their local theater for well-produced plays 
and, of course, every year they have their Mystery Weekend. 
Many years ago when our Labor Day weekend plans went 
awry, we found ourselves in Bremerton for the Blackberry Fes-
tival and had so much fun we’ve gone back several times since. 
We’ve seen the Viking days and Fourth of July (well, the 3rd of 
July anyway) in Poulsbo, summer art festivals in Bainbridge, 
the summer music programs and jazz festival in Port Town-
send, theater productions in Fairhaven in Bellingham. There’s 
also the glass museum, auto museum and Point Defiance Zoo 
and Aquarium in Tacoma. 

 

We’ve found summer art festivals, farmer’s markets, flea mar-
kets, boat shows, wooden boat shows, marathons and half 
marathons, trails, hikes and nature preserves. It’s probably 
safe to say that every little village or berg accessible by boat in 
the Salish Sea has some kind of festival or celebration that can 
be enjoyed by those of us looking for entertainment beyond 
forests, waters, inlets and shorelines. And we’ve found solitude 
when we needed it and wanted it.  

 

A lagniappe when you’re “messing about in boats,” is that 
you’re usually around other people who also are messing about 
in their boats! We joined SBYC in 1992, and some of our best 
friends are in the Club. We’ve spent many a weekend on for-
mal Club cruises and informal get-togethers with people who 
have wide ranging interests, but all have one in common - their 
boats. These are people we cruise with - from short weekend 
jaunts around Puget Sound to six-week excursions to the 
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Last of the Snowbird SeriesLast of the Snowbird SeriesLast of the Snowbird SeriesLast of the Snowbird Series    
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Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

  

Broughtons. We hike with them, walk every week with them, party with them, charter 
boats overseas with them and help each other with boat “projects”.  

So, for us, boating is where it’s at—it’s where we find work (ugh!), play, fun, 

friendship, travel and entertainment. Now that spring seems to be here, SBYC is go-

ing to have what could be called a “messing about in boats” weekend. You’ll see more 

on this later from Cruise Chair Sharon Clark, but be prepared to come on down and 

join your friends and fellow boaters while we all mess about for a couple of days. 

 
The last of the Snowbird series was held on March 21.  The wind was blowing, but 
not anything like the 30 to 40 knot winds of the week before.  All in all I would have 
to call the Snowbird Series a success.  We managed to get all five races in over the 
last five months, and I only heard good things from the 38 participants who signed up 
to race.  

My thanks to all the folks who helped me on the committee boats – you know who 
you are.  And many special thanks to Jerry Hillis who skippered Olele for the commit-
tee boat in four of the five races. 

 

 

 

 

Our own Rear Commodore, Jim Geros, in 
Last Tango, heading downwind through 
the Start/Finish line for a great photo 
opportunity. 

 

Paul Kalina sailing Perfectly Strange in 
the background. 
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The next race for me was the Blakely Rock Benefit Race on Saturday April 4. This 
Benefit race is sponsored by the Sloop Tavern Yacht Club, and usually donates around 
$5,000 to the Ballard Food Bank.  As of this writing there are 88 boats registered, in-
cluding a few CAPS (Catalina) boats.  This is always a fun race, and it looks like the 
weather might even be decent.  

 

After that, I will be doing Catalina Day (NW Catalina Regatta) on June 20.  This year I 
scheduled our event a week earlier to avoid the conflict we have had the last few 
times with the Puget Sound Cruising club’s Salmon Bake. So, if you own a Catalina, 
there are no longer any excuses!  I would love to have 20 boats sign up, and of 
course I am looking forward to a great day on the water and afternoon/evening with 
all our friends for a wonderful dinner and raffle.  

 

Later this summer, after the summer cruising season will come the TransPuget Race, 
scheduled for September 19.  Again, I will be looking for help, not only for the race 
itself, but also to help bring in raffle items and maybe help with the after race party.  I 
will most likely be looking for a venue (since Ballard Sails’ loft has not been available 
during that timeframe.) The last couple of years we have just held it in the bar at An-
thony’s but an inexpensive, quieter and more intimate venue near Shilshole would be 
desirable. If anyone has any thoughts please let me know. 

 

Hope to see at least a few of you out on the water soon, 

Tom Madden  

  

 

 

Vela Volta heading downwind with the 
Adventuress in the background.  

 

What a beautiful day for a picture! 
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Captain John Scragg, Puget Sound Pilot, will be joining us on April 16 to tell sea sto-
ries about life as a ship’s pilot. He’ll give a unique perspective from the bridge of the 
massive ships that ply our waters every day. With stunning photography and time-
lapse video, he’ll take us along for a challenging voyage from the Port Angeles Pilot 
Station to the Port of Tacoma. Filled with practical and simple advice on how to play it 
safe on the Sound, you won’t want to miss this presentation. 

 
John began his career at sea at the age of 16 when he 
joined the British Merchant Navy, earning his Second Mate’s 
License four years later. He then went on to work with 
Windjammer Barefoot Cruises in the Caribbean and Wind-
star Cruises in the South Pacific, Caribbean, and Mediterra-
nean. After 20 years at sea, he and his wife settled in Seat-
tle, where he began teaching at the Pacific Maritime Insti-
tute. After 10 years as an instructor, Puget Sound Pilots 
hired him in 2009 to navigate the big ships to and from 
their docks and through tight waterways. 
 
 
 

 

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, April 16, 2015April 16, 2015April 16, 2015April 16, 2015    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  ----    7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner     
 

Topic: A Day in the Life of a Puget Sound Harbor Pilot  

Speaker: Captain John Scragg, Puget Sound Pilots 

 

Captain Scragg early in his career.  

Captain Scragg, Port of Tacoma, 2012, @ 
Dan Brouillard. 

 

John at the help of the Adventuress in Seattle.. 
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    Special NoticeSpecial NoticeSpecial NoticeSpecial Notice    
Matt FrazerMatt FrazerMatt FrazerMatt Frazer    

  

When off the water, John indulges his other pastime – racecar driving. 

 

John and his son with his racecar . 

John was recognized as Pilot of the Month in February 2015. 

I Have To Cancel For The Dinner Meeting! What Should I Do? 
It happens to all of us. Emergencies come up, or we fall ill, and at the last minute we 
have a change of plans. So what happens if we’ve made a reservation for a Club din-
ner meeting and have to cancel at short notice? 
 

Unfortunately, the club has to pay the restaurant for all the meals that we order. The 
restaurant has not raised the price per meal since we began our contract with them a 
decade ago, and to keep costs down they are very precise in their ordering of food to 
prepare those meals. If we order 40 meals, but only 39 people show up to eat, we 
pay for 40 meals. 
 

We are a small club, with no practical margin in our budget. We have not raised our 
dues in over a decade, either. 
 

If you must cancel, we understand. Stuff happens. We only ask that you be prepared 
to pay for the meal, and that you let us know as soon as you can. Sometimes we are 
able to cancel with the restaurant and save the cost, but after Monday evening this is 
not guaranteed, and as of Thursday it’s not possible. 
 

What if I didn’t make a reservation, but now I’m able to come after all? 
 

By all means, come! There’s no guarantee we’ll be able to feed you, but you can still 
come for the presentation and to meet all your friends, and sometimes a meal can be 
found. Again, let us know as soon as you can and we’ll see what we can do. 
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Cruise ReportCruise ReportCruise ReportCruise Report    
    

Sharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise Chair    

 

 
The next cruise event we have planned is for later this month.  Since Spring finds us 
all working on our boats in preparation for Summer cruising, it seems like a good idea 
to spend some quality time with our boats and then reward ourselves with a little 
dock party.  There are a number of SBYC boats on “L” dock so that can be party cen-
tral.  Bring your own beverage and some pupus to share.  (I’m suggesting we stick to 
finger foods.)  We’ll have papers plates and napkins and good weather and start par-
tying about 4:00.  We’ll send out word if there are any changes, and make a final an-
nouncement at the April dinner meeting.   
 
While the Cruise to the Docks should be a fun low-key way to spend a Sunday after-
noon, there is something coming up which is not so low-key!  I’m talking about plan-
ning this year’s June Dinner Dance.  Our JDD chef has requested that for this year’s 
theme we do a pig roast and make it a tropical luau.  (The pig will be roasted on a 
spit rather than having to dig up the Kingston Cove Yacht Club driveway for a 
pit.)   And in a true SBYC spirit, as Cruise Chair, I’ve sacrificed myself and am writing 
from the Big Island of Hawaii where I am doing research.  Nothing is too good for 
SBYC, even if the SBYC treasurer won’t accept my trip as part of the JDD expenses. 
 
Seriously, there will be lots of planning needed and those of you who have helped 
with JDD planning in the past know that planning is just more of the fun!  The first 
planning meeting will take place at Sharon Clark’s house.  I’ll offer Wednesday, April 
15 or Sunday, April 19 as possible dates and make the final determination based on 
which day works best for most.  (Wednesday meeting would start at 7 or 7:30 and 
Sunday could be 4 or 4:30 or 7 or 7:30; again depending on what works best for 
most.)   So give me a call and let me know which date works best.  

 

June Dinner Dance 

~ 

June 13, 2015 
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Hello from sunny Mexico – March 15, 2015 

Kris and I have been in Mexico since late November 2014.  We really like it down 

here.  The winter weather is quite nice, very warm, sometimes uncomfortably warm, 

and dry.  We have only had maybe three or four days of rain since we arrived.  Costs 

are very low for food and beverage as long as you can eat and drink like a Mexican, 

which can be a real pleasure.  If your taste runs to microbrews, 12-year old scotch, 

and lamb chops, you may have difficulties.  If you don’t mind very fresh and varied 

seafood, lager style beers, rum, vodka or tequila, excellent produce, and open air-

eating venues, you can fare very nicely.  Marina costs run from about 60 to 75 cents 

per foot per night for short stays.  Not exactly cheap but much better than Shilshole 

and most of the marinas we visited in British Columbia.  Many of the marinas here 

are attached to resorts and our moorage fees include use of resort facilities like 

showers, swimming pools, and gyms. 

 

The council we received on travel by boat was to go south along the mainland coast 

as early in the season as possible.  This is because air and water temperatures up in 

the Sea of Cortez can be a bit on the cool side until spring.  Our first major stop was 

in La Paz, in the Sea of Cortez, about 100 miles or so north from the southern tip of 

the Baja Peninsula.  This is a good stop to get settled in to Mexico, fix things that 

broke coming down the Pacific side of the Peninsula, and re-provision for the trip to 

the mainland and points south.  Cabo San Lucas may also work, but is just a little too 

crazy and expensive for our comfort zone.  We were in La Paz for about 10 days and 

then made a two-night passage to La Cruz in Banderas Bay over on the mainland 

coast.  La Cruz is full of expats and is a major cruising boat stop.  A very fine small 

town.  Another overnight passage took us down to Manzanillo at the southern end of 

Costalegre, the Happy Coast, aka the Gold Coast.  Some take another night or two to 

continue on down to Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo, but we figured to save that for another 

time.  About seven weeks travelling Costlagre was awesome.  The towns and anchor-

ages were great, the cruiser’s community so good as to be hard to believe.  Air tem-

peratures stayed in the mid to upper eighties and water temperatures were always 

between 80 to 83 degrees.  This is an area where many veteran Mexico cruisers 

Member ReportMember ReportMember ReportMember Report    
Kris and Kirk DoyleKris and Kirk DoyleKris and Kirk DoyleKris and Kirk Doyle    
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spend the entire season.  We almost fell into the trap of getting stuck there, but really 

wanted to have an opportunity to explore the Sea of Cortez in the spring/summer.  So 

we are currently back in Banderas Bay and will be here for another week or two be-

fore working our way back to La Paz and then head on up into the Sea. 

 

Each separate cruising area has a VHF cruiser’s net in the morning.  Boats will check 

in with the net so we can get an idea of which boats we have previously run into are 

in the area.  There will be a weather report, a lost and found time, and a chance to 

request assistance, a chance to try and sell or trade boat parts, and general an-

nouncements of the local activities.  It has become something that we always listen 

to.  The other day, after the net, a man identifying himself as Last Tango hailed us.  

Yes, it was John “JP” Peterson, renowned racer and all around good guy from SBYC.  

Turns out he and Janet were in Puerto Vallarta for the world famous Banderas Bay Re-

gatta.  We had the opportunity to spend a morning with them before they had to re-

turn back to Florida where they now live on a golf course in Stuart.  It was really 

great to catch up with them and get the first-hand accounts of their time in Mexico 

and subsequent travels to and around the South Pacific.   

 

We have met several people whose boats used to call Shilshole home; Rick and Sha-

ron, SBYC members on Between Da Sheets, Tom and Jeannie on Eagle, John on 

Timepiece, and Rod and Mary on Northern Lights.  We have heard of and still have 

yet to meet others from Shilshole.  As we were leaving the marina at Barra de Navi-

dad, a voice came from a boat that was entering at the same time.  “Is that a Scep-

tre?  I know another Sceptre named Shingebiss that has many tens of thousands of 

ocean miles.”  We later met up with Dan Barr, a friend of Larry and Maxine Bailey.  As 

a matter of fact, we have talked to many people who have run into Larry and Maxine 

at different ports spanning the globe. 

 

We have met lots of people since we left Shilshole.  Boat “cruisers” are a different lot 

and usually turn out to be folks that we wish we had met many years ago.  The other 

night we were invited to supper on the boat of some people we had first met on the 

west coast of Vancouver Island during the summer of 2013.  When we arrived, there 

was another women there whom we had not met before.  This turned out to be one 

of the most fascinating people that we have ever talked to.  Short story is that she 

sailed around the world, nonstop, totally under sail in 259 days.  And that was her 

second solo circumnavigation.  What incredible stories. 
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The sun is way different here than in the good old Pacific Northwest.  The idea that 

even my toes may end up looking like prunes is kind of cool.  But the UV consequenc-

es to the boat are beginning to tell.  The crummy paint job done to our boat before 

we acquired her is going wonky.  Paint is starting to peel off.  Our lines are getting 

stiff and even dock lines can be difficult to untie.  We are resorting to all kinds of 

things to try and protect the boat from excessive sunshine and spend a lot of time 

trying to figure out better ways.  

 

There are crocodiles here.  We went to a crocodile sanctuary a while back and saw 

the huge beasts up close and personal.  Twice now, while exploring backwaters in the 

dingy, we have seen these prehistoric creatures enter the water upon our approach.  

A few more RPMs please!  There is a sign on our dock warning us not to feed the 

crocodiles.  No problem there. 

 

Our tourist visas are good for only six months and will expire at the end of May.  We 

intend to cross back into the US by airplane and then come back to start another six-

month visa.  Seattle will be our destination so we can see some of the medical profes-

sionals that have histories with us as well as take advantage of Fisheries to get some 

things that are nearly impossible to acquire down here.  Also hoping to catch up with 

friends.  Since the end of May so closely coincides with early June, we thought we 

would stick around long enough to go over to Kingston for the June Dinner Dance.  

Hope to see you there.  

       

Kirk & Kris Doyle 

S/V Linger Longer 
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Yellowfest 2015Yellowfest 2015Yellowfest 2015Yellowfest 2015    
    

By Nancy Kick, MemberBy Nancy Kick, MemberBy Nancy Kick, MemberBy Nancy Kick, Member    

Boats in attendance were : State of Mind, True Blue, Mischief Maker, Nokomis, Morn-
ing Star, Mo’mento, Turning Point and Carpe Diem.  
 
We had a wonderful time at Yellowfest last weekend. Thanks to Sam & Dave for host-
ing another fun SBYC Easter celebration. Though the forecast was kinda scary, the 
sun was present in all her brilliance both Saturday and Sunday - it was an ideal early 
Spring weekend. Eight boats joined in and much fun was had by all. 
 
The annual bottle hunt was a hoot! I heard Dave & Bobby hid 110 bottles and 113 
were found. Go figure, it must be the magic of Yellowfest (or could it be the jello ren-
dered me unable to count?) Supreme booze hunter Jessie found the most bottles, and 
Rubie came in last, both were rewarded with fabulous yellow prizes. August’s yellow 
Ducky lights made Carpe Diem the most decorated boat. As always there was a ton of 
delicious food and definitely some of the funnest people around. 
 
In addition to the bottle hunt, Saturday entertainment included turning Mo’mento 
around in the marina and a lesson in retrieving the wheel from Nokomis using an an-
chor, some line, a little twine and the ingenuity of a few sailors. If there’s one thing 
you can say about an SBYC cruise, there’s never a dull moment and everyone pitches 
in to help out. To whoever brought the fancy little glasses of Chardonnay, Bad Monkey 
would like to thank you for encouraging him to be just a little more sophisticated. 
 
We are so happy to be part of this amazing group and look forward to another fun 
year of cruising with you all. 

   

Yellowfest phots by Nancy Kick. 
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Hunting for 
bottles, er, I 
mean eggs. 

What’s this I see in the water? 

Photo below by David Horn. 
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T h e  RUDD ER POST  T h e  RUDD ER POST  is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guide-
lines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before 
Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board 
Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Din-
ner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” or Twitter at “@ShilsholeBayYC.” 

Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates    
Lynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, Secretary    

Dinner Meetings 2015: 
 

 
 

Board Meetings 2015: 
 

 

1/15 2/15 3/15 4/15 5/15 9/15 10/15 11/15 12/15 

Jan 15 Feb 19 Mar 19 Apr 16 May 21 Sep 17 Oct 15 Nov 19 Dec 17 

1/15 2/15 3/15 4/15 5/15 9/15 10/15 11/15 12/15 

Dec 30 
2014 

Feb 3 Mar 3 Mar 31 May 5 Sep 1 Sep 29 Nov 3 Dec 1 

SBYC is Going Digital! 
 

We are expanding our online presence, and we invite your participation. Of course, 
you already know about our website, www.shilshole-bayyc.org, and many of you are 
members of our Facebook group, https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC, 
and now we’ve just launched the SBYC Twitter account, - 

https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC). Are you on Twitter? Follow us 
for club updates in real-time! Stay tuned, as we will be investigating new and exciting 
ways to revamp our online experience. 


