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We are now moving into 
the holiday season, with 
the shorter, cooler days 
giving us a chance to en-
gage in more indoor ac-
tivities.   

Our October dinner meet-
ing featured our own 
members, Jerry and Pat 

Hillis, presenting a slide show and discussion about travels 
north to the Broughtons, an island group situated near the 
north end of Vancouver Island.  The presentation appealed to 
many as several SBYC boats made the long journey to the 
north and various rendezvous occurred with two or more 
boats.  They included a wealth of information as they dis-
cussed their itineraries and information about the pertinent 
guide books to use, as well as nautical software that made the 
trip a bit less challenging.  The trip was made in almost ideal 
conditions, with one of the best summers on record. 

Finally, speaking of service, the SBYC Directors – John Sterry 

and Ann Girvin, along with Mary Murphy, constituting the nom-

inating committee, provided nominees for most of the posi-
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November Dinner Meeting canceled. 

 

Dates for your Calendar for 2015: 

April 4 - Yellow Fest   July 3 -       Poulsbo Fireworks 

June 13 - June Dinner Dance  October 3 - Salmon Bake 
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tions being vacated on the SBYC board by the end of the year.  

Nominees for positions include:  

 

1) Vice Commodore – Matt Fraser 

2) Rear Commodore – James Geros 

3) Director – Colin Shannon-Garvey  

4) Fleet Captain – available 

 

Matt Fraser is SBYC’s first Past Commodore (2006) to make 
himself available to become a returning flag officer.  He and his 
wife, Carole, cruise on their Cal 39 sailboat, ‘Abeona,’ attending 
many club events. 

Jim Geros owns a J-105 sailboat and participates in many of 
the local races.  He has been very competitive, winning or plac-
ing well in many of the racing events.  

Colin Shannon-Garvey and his wife Patricia have cruised exten-
sively offshore and he and Pat attend many of the SBYC cruis-
ing events and has been making his boat “Slow Dance” availa-
ble as the committee boat for SBYC-sponsored sailboat races. 

We still have a position open for Fleet Captain to assist and fill 
in from time to time for the Race Chairman.  Please talk to any 
board member if you are interested. 

Returning board members include  

Lynne McNulty, Secretary;  Rick Krause, Treasurer;  

Ann Girvin, Director;   Sharon Clark, Cruise Chair;  

Tom Madden, Race chair. 

In addition, Pauline Bruce is returning as Rudderpost Editor, 
Nancy Merson as Quartermaster, and David Horn, as Webmas-
ter. 

Enjoy the club events, seek out members whom you may not 

know well, get to know everyone in the club – they all are 

bonded by their love for the sea.   It is you, the club members 

- particularly the members who volunteer so much of their time 

- who bring life to the club and make for such fun times and 

develop such enduring relationships.  
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Saturday, October 4 was the 34th running of the Foulweather Bluff Race (FWB) spon-

sored by CYC of Edmonds (CYCE).  This 8 hour time limit race features a 26 mile 

course for boats rated 180 and slower, and a shorter 18 mile course for boats above 

180.  There is also a 13 mile “short course” that can be used for anticipated light 

winds, which only goes to Scatchet Head and back.  This year the turnout for the race 

was a bit lighter than last year, with just under 70 boats registered.  CYCE broke the 

competitors up into 11 fleets, and we were in the third fleet, with an 11:10 posted 

start time. 

The forecast for Saturday was for light variable winds all morning, with a northerly 

“less than 10 knots” coming in later in the afternoon.  At the Skipper’s meeting, there 

was discussion about the courses, and it was determined that, most likely, we would 

be sailing the shorter course that day.  On the boat with me were Monique and Kirk 

Anderson, Bob Chandler, Stacy White, Doug Murdock, Ben Mathewson, and Barb 

Moffat. (Yes, there were 8 of us.)  Although there was no real need for that many 

people, I did not mind having the “live ballast” to help heel the boat over for better 

balance in the light winds.  

As we arrived at the starting line, the 

wind was very light, and we jockeyed 

into position, along with about 40 

other boats. 10:00 came and off 

went the first fleet, followed within a 

few seconds by a series of horn 

blasts and the raising of the post-

ponement flag. “Ok, I guess we will 

wait for a little more wind,” I 

thought, and headed away from all 

the fray of boats.  We milled around 

for about half an hour, until a slight 

breeze came along and they started 

the sequence again.  This time they 

Foulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff Race    
October 4, 2014October 4, 2014October 4, 2014October 4, 2014    

By Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race Chair    

 

About half an hour after our start, looking for a breeze. The blue, 
green and white spinnaker just to the right of center belongs to 
Airloom, one of the boats in our fleet, and the boat that would win 
first in our class this day. 
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Trimming the genoa 
by hand as we try to 
be gentle and search 
for every ounce of 
breeze. This kind of 
“racing” can take as 
much out of you men-
tally as a 20 knot 
breeze! 

got the starts going, but there were so many boats near the starting line and so little 

wind that we ended up with no steerage and actually getting across the starting line 

well after our start time.  

We finally caught a slight breeze, and began our way toward the south end of Whid-

bey Island.  I wanted to stay on the east side of the course, since the tide was com-

ing in until later, and if we could make it a couple miles north, the tide would be 

heading up Saratoga passage, and at least not pushing us the wrong way.  As soon 

as we were clear of other boats and the line, we raised the spinnaker, and began the 

“look for wind” adventure.  I didn’t really care what direction the wind was coming 

from, just that there was some.  

We worked our way up towards Scatchet Head, through little puffs of wind from the 

south - so few puffs from the north - and eventually made it to within a couple of 

miles of Scatchet Head.  During this time, we raised and lowered the spinnaker 5 

times, and then the wind just died.  There we sat, waiting for the northerly that was 

forecast to arrive that afternoon.  We could see a wind line to the north, but it stayed 

tantalizingly north of us by a couple of miles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally a little breeze here and there, and we slowly made our way up closer to 

Scatchet Head.  When we were within a mile or so, the tide changed and was sweep-

ing us towards the mark.  We had also noticed the committee boat motor passed us 

and we knew they would shorten the course and finish at Scatchet Head.  We contin-

ued to watch the other boats in the race, and those in our class. 
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Since most of our speed over the ground was due to the outgoing tide, we just kept 

working our way to the mark, watching the effect of the current and trying to make 

sure we would be swept through the line and not to either side of it.  About 10 

minutes before we were going to drift through the finish line, the light northerly final-

ly reached us, and we made our last two tacks and crossed the line.  After we fin-

ished, the wind continued to build from the north, so we turned around and just 

stayed by the line for a few minutes and watched the next few boats finish.  

By this time the current was up to a good 3 knots or so, and a few of the boats were 

nearly swept away to the north, or had close encounters with the buoy or the com-

mittee boat.  We were sailing “wing and wing”, and pretty much just sitting there be-

side the line.  We finally decided to raise the spinnaker one more time for an enjoya-

ble sail back to Edmonds – at least until the wind died again about half way back.  

At the after race celebration, my crew informed me we had managed a 2nd in class.  

Over four hours to go seven nautical miles is not exactly setting speed records, but 

everyone else had the same conditions, and many of the boats just gave up and went 

home rather than continue in the search for wind.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other participants in the race include Jim Geros (Last Tango) who finished first in his 

class, and Tom Kerr (Corvo) who managed 4th in his class. 

So another year of races completed. Time to put the heat in the boat and shut things 

down for the winter. 

 

 

My hardy and faithful crew at 

the after-race celebration. Our 

2nd in class trophy is being 

held by Ben, nearly centered 

in the photo, just to the left of 

Monique’s fingers proudly 

holding up a ”two” for second 

in class.  
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Sandpoint’s Winter Carnival is coming up, February 13-22, 2015! 

 

2015 Annual Shilshole Bay Yacht Club Ski Cruise will be held at Schweitzer Ski Area 

near Sandpoint, ID. 

 

Tentative Dates: February 13 thru February 22, 2015. 

 

Lodging information to follow in December’s Rudderpost. 

 

Your Ski Cruise Chairman, 

Mike Thompson 

 

 

SKI Cruise 2015 
Ski Cruise Chair, Mike Thompson 
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Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015    
    

Sharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise Chair    

 Plans for 2015 are well under way. 

 

Put the following dates on your cruising calendar: 

 

 April 4 Yellow Fest at Blake Island 

 June 13 June Dinner Dance at Kingston Cove Yacht Club 

 July 3  Raft at Poulsbo for fireworks 

 October 3 Salmon Bake at Brownsville 

 

For the Ski Cruise, see Mike’s write-up. 

 

NOW - To set the dates for other cruises, we need input from YOU!  Please call or 
email me or any other board member to give your suggestions. 

 

 Winter Cruise to Bell Harbor  Late January? 

       Who’s interested? 

 

 Burger Burn at Blake Island  May 16?  (Opening Day is May 2, our May 

       Dinner meeting is May 20, Memorial Day is 

       May 25)  Other date? Who’s interested? 

 Summer Rendezvous   After last summer it was suggested that an 

       earlier date would be preferable.  How is 

       July 29?  Or is there another date earlier 

       (or later) preferable?  Who’s interested? 

 

We have some other ideas in the works including a “cruise to the docks” in late spring 
and setting up a cruising blog to allow spontaneous mini-cruises and/or cruising re-
ports, suggestions and questions.   

What else would YOU like to see on the calendar? 
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Dues ReminderDues ReminderDues ReminderDues Reminder    
Lynn McNulty, SecretaryLynn McNulty, SecretaryLynn McNulty, SecretaryLynn McNulty, Secretary    

If .0192 cents per day provided you with unlimited fun 
and good friends would you pay it? 

 

Does your daily coffee at the local café bar at $3.50 get you unlimited fun and good 
friends? No! It does not. 
 

Save yourself 20 days of coffee ‘out’ and send in your 2015 membership dues before 
the end of the year…this year, 2014! 
 

Your prompt payment of the annual $70 dues allow the Shilshole Bay Yacht Club, its 
volunteers, to pay for some of the following: 
 

• Print membership rosters 

• Pay for racing expenses 

• Pay for race awards 

• Pay for insurance 

• Pay for deposits in support of cruise events & dinner dance 

• Pay for food provided for some cruise events 

• Pay for reciprocal moorage requests 

• Provide some funds to charitable causes in sailing venues 
 

Send your $70 dues payment NOW to: 

 

SBYC – Rick Krause 

2442 NW Market St 

PO Box 98 

Seattle, WA  98107 
 

Your prompt action on this matter will be greatly appreciated by the SBYC Board! 

Renewal Form on last page - please print and send in with your dues or bring to the 
Dinner Meeting in December. 
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Quartermaster’s ReportQuartermaster’s ReportQuartermaster’s ReportQuartermaster’s Report    
Quartermaster, Nancy MersonQuartermaster, Nancy MersonQuartermaster, Nancy MersonQuartermaster, Nancy Merson    

 

 

 
Our SBYC burgee has recently been hung in San Diego at the Red Sails Inn on Shelter 
Island by Kirk and Kris Doyle when they were docked there on "Linger Longer."   
 
The owner of the Inn is from Seattle and was delighted to hang our burgee in his bar, 
where he is always showing the Seahawks' games.  

 

Be the lucky person to buy this very last SBYC pillow for your boat!  It is handmade 
by Sharon Clark and there will be no more made!  
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The racing season has pretty much drawn to a close, but there are still races happen-
ing in the Puget Sound region. Every year we sponsor the Snowbird Series of once a 
month races during the months of November through March. Our first Snowbird race 
is November 15. I would love to have one or two more people assist me on the com-
mittee boat. Duties include tasks such as: 
 

• raising a flag at the proper time 
• honking a horn 
• watching for racers that cross the line early 
• and, of course, helping decide on a good race course 
• recording the finish times of the participants 

 
After the start there is time to take pictures, watch the racers run the course and, of 
course, talk with friends and eat pizza! 
 
So, how about it? Is anyone willing to spend a Saturday out on the water on a nice 
powerboat and help put on a race? For this first race, Colin Shannon-Garvey has 
agreed to be the committee boat, using his Grand Banks 32 – Slow Dance.  Just get 
back to me and let me know you are interested. 
 
Tom Madden 
jenanm@aol.com 
206.719.2997 cell 

 

T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the 
guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions be-
fore Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the 
Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday before the 
June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org.  Find us on Facebook at “SBYC”. 

Committee Boat DutyCommittee Boat DutyCommittee Boat DutyCommittee Boat Duty    
Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    
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Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership!  Please complete this information form and return it with your dues.  
In order to be listed in the 2015 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 15, 2014.  Please 
make your check payable to “SBYC” and write “2015 Membership” on the memo line.  Send this completed form and 
payment to: 
 

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 
Attn:  Rear Commodore 
2442 NW Market St, # 98 
Seattle, WA  98107 

 

You can also pay dues at the October or December Dinner Meetings.  Prompt payment will be appreciated.  Accurate 
and timely completion of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newslet-
ter, and that your membership card is printed promptly and correctly.   

 

Membership Dues for 2015 (check all boxes that apply): 

____Senior ($70 covering up to two individuals)                    ____Intermediate ($35 per person, ages 18-29) 

____Cruising ($10 covering two individuals)                          ____Junior ($10 per person, ages 10-17) 

 

Please print contact information below (required): 
  
     Member 1     Member 2 

 
 

Boat Information (if applicable) 

 
 

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s participation, volunteering is encouraged and ex-
pected. Please plan to lend a hand. 
 
I/We will volunteer for:    ____Races     ____Crewing      ____Cruises      ____Special Events     ____Wherever needed 

First and Last Name     

Address 

  

  
  

Phone 
Home: 

Mobile: 

Home: 

Mobile: 

E-mail 
   

Boat Name   Boat Type 
       c  Sail          c Power 

PHRF Rating   Make 
  

Moorage Location   Year 
  

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 
2015 Membership Renewal Form 


