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Last month, we reported that we 
were close to having filled all the 
officer positions for 2016 and 
were excited about the number of 
people who volunteered to take 
on Club responsibilities next year. 
But, as it turns out, we are still 
short of our goal - a Rear Com-
modore, a Vice Commodore and 
a Fleet Captain.  
 

While our nominating committee set about trying to sway 
members to serve in those positions, we came up empty 
handed. The two most often cited reasons for their refusals 
were:  

 

1) the Flag Officer four-year obligation was more than they 
were willing to commit to  

2) they could not stand up in front of a group and talk. 

 

The issue was addressed at the board meeting last week. It’s 
very clear that many members have already served in many 
positions, and it’s also clear that our membership has been 
declining, leaving us with fewer and fewer people to call on 
or, on the other hand, having to call on the same people over 
and over again.  
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2015 Officers & 
Volunteers 

 

Commodore 

Pat Hillis 

Vice Commodore 

Matt Fraser 

Rear Commodore 

Jim Geros 

Secretary 

Lynne McNulty 

Treasurer 

Rick Krause 

Past Commodore 

Joe Bozick 

Directors at Large 

Anne Girvin 

Colin Shannon-Garvey 

Race Chair 

Tom Madden 

Cruise Chair 

Sharon Clark 

Fleet Captain 

* OPEN * 

Quartermaster 

Nancy Merson 

Race Protest Chair 

Ken Chin 

PHRF Handicapper 

Larry Clark 

PHRF Director 

Micheal Thompson 

Committee Boat 

Jerry Hillis 

Webmaster 

David Horn 

Rudderpost  

Pauline Bruce 

Contributing Editor 

Sally Rawlings 

With that in mind, and after lengthy discussion, the Board felt 
there was little choice but to change the length of the leader-
ship service commitment within the Club. Following a unani-
mous vote by the board, we have eliminated the required four-
year commitment for the Flag Officers. Instead, beginning with 
this year’s election, each officer - including Commodore - will 
be elected for a one-year term.  
 

In addition, all members of the board will assist each of the of-
ficers in their tasks where needed, so new officers will not be 
going it alone. If, after serving one year, you would be comfort-
able moving to the next position (no pressure) you would be 
invited to do so, but it would not be required.  
  

In addition, with the exception of the Commodore’s role, there 
is none that requires “public speaking” other than the Vice 
Commodore’s introduction of the speaker each month. If you 
feel too uncomfortable doing even that, another board member 
will handle it.  
  

Obviously this structure will use more members over time, but 
it’s hoped that more people will be willing to step up, serve 
their year, take a break if they wish and perhaps assume an-
other position - or even the same one again later.   
  

By changing the way we’ve always done things, by allowing 
members to avoid a lengthy commitment, and by more actively 
sharing the work load, we can continue to offer our monthly 
dinner meetings, entertainment, cruises, races and special 
events, companionship, friendship and camaraderie that make 
SBYC the energetic, fun-loving, enthusiastic and spirited Club 
that it’s been since 1961.  
  

However, the caveat here is that it won’t work if you don’t vol-
unteer. If we are to survive as a club, we all need to help out. 
If we can get someone to volunteer for one year as Rear Com-
modore, one for Vice Commodore and one for Fleet Captain, 
we will be able to move ahead through 2016. 
 

So, who will be the first to volunteer? 
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We’ve all seen these graceful yachts cruising across Elliott Bay and Puget Sound, sails 
seemingly always in perfect trim, providing an iconic image of Seattle. Some of us 
have raced against these boats, back in the day when the sight of a Santa Cruz 70 
bearing down on you in the tight confines of Lake Union during a Duck Dodge could 
strike awe and amazement. Some have even raced on these boats, and, more recent-
ly perhaps, some may have crewed on these boats on an evening charter sail out of 
the downtown Seattle waterfront. 
 

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, November 19, 2015November 19, 2015November 19, 2015November 19, 2015    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  ----    7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner     
 

       Topic: Let’s Go Sailing! Neptune’s Car and Obsession 
 

   Speaker: Paul LaMarche, Owner/Captain,  

Let’s Go Sailing/Emerald City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Image credit: Emerald City Charters, Inc / sailingseattle.com) 
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Neptune’s Car is a Bill Lee design Santa Cruz 70. Built in 1989 of carbon and Kevlar 
with a balsa core, the Car is a downwind “sled” designed to race from California to 
Hawaii. The Santa Cruz 70 has been a popular choice for Around Alone racers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          (Image credit: Emerald City Charters, Inc / sailingseattle.com)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  (Image credit: Emerald City Charters, Inc / sailingseattle.com) 
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Obsession is a 70’ Sparkman & Stephens custom design, referred to as a “Mini-Maxi.” 
Constructed of aluminum, she was built in New York City in 1986. Designed to race 
across the Atlantic under IOR rules, she is an upwind sailing machine like no other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Image credit: Emerald City Charters, Inc / sailingseattle.com) 

 

Paul LaMarche is the owner of Neptune’s Car and Obsession, and of Emerald City 
Charters (aka Let’s Go Sailing!), which provides day sails, group charters, and private 
parties aboard these two high performance luxury yachts. 

 

Come listen as Paul shares his experiences with the boats and with the waterfront 
charter business. 

 

 

Important Reminders 

 

Dinner reservations are due back by 6:00pm on SUNDAY, November 15th. 

 

Please have your check ready when you arrive at the door to help us expedite getting 
everybody signed in and seated, and the speaker situated. 

 

Annual Dues are due no later than the December meeting! Avoid the last-minute rush 
and hassles, and help us with an orderly transition to next year by paying now. You 
can pay your dues at the same time when you check in for dinner, and we strongly 
encourage you to do so at the November meeting. Thanks to those of you who al-
ready paid at the October meeting. 
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The cruising season is pretty much behind us.  Our last official SBYC cruise – the 
salmon bake – had nine boats and 22 persons in attendance (plus Jack & Judy Tall-
man, who were able to come only on Friday night.)  One of the nice things about 
Brownsville is that it’s possible to drive.  Some of us were able to make it that 
way.  Although Saturday was pretty windy, it turned out that no one was deterred by 
the gusty conditions.  And it was SUNNY.  All in all, it made for a good time for all.  

Now comes the time of year to start the planning for next year.  Although we typically 
haven’t had much winter cruising, Pat & Jerry Hillis usually do a mid-week trip to Bell 
Harbor in early December to enjoy downtown Christmas shopping.  Anyone who 
might like to join them is welcome to call them and make it a SBYC mini-cruise. 

  
The winter cruise to Bell Harbor last January turned out to be very popular with many 
joining the six boats & crews by land for the pre-Super Bowl “sailgate” party and din-
ner at Anthony’s.  Information about a 2016 Bell Harbor cruise should be in the De-
cember Rudderpost. 
  
Planning the 2016 cruise schedule will be starting in the next few weeks.   
 
PLEASE help by providing some input on what cruising events (& dates) you’d like, or 
plan a mini-cruise and invite fellow SBYC members.  (Larry & I are thinking about a 
Sound Cruise in the spring; maybe April or May.  Anyone interested?) 
  
So, for now, curl up by the fireplace with your cruising guides and beverage of choice 
to plan 2016 cruise possibilities. 

Cruise ReportCruise ReportCruise ReportCruise Report    
bybybyby    

    

Sharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise Chair    

  

 

 

  

 

Photos courtesy of Pat Hillis at the Salmon Bake in Brownsville. 
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The Foulweather Bluff Race for 2015 was held last month, sponsored by the Corinthi-
an Yacht Club of Edmonds. This year only 65 boats signed up, and only 50 boats ac-
tually started the race. The weather might have had a little influence on the participa-
tion; the winds were forecast to blow in the 25 to 35 knot range most of the day. I 
brought the boat up to Edmonds the day before, and the weather was beautiful, with 
light winds out of the south. After midnight, the wind began to blow, and by morning, 
there was a pretty steady wind of 20+ knots inside the marina. That morning, as I 
looked outside, I could see big waves, and the wind reports were in the range of 25 
to 35 knots around Point-no-Point. 

 

At the skippers’ meeting there was some discussion about the wind, and advice for 
everyone to “be safe.”  When we saw our class assignments, I was a little surprised.  
There were only four boats in our class, although one was Airloom, which I was pretty 
sure we had little chance to beat in these conditions.  The other boats in our class 
were Mei Li (my nemesis from Everett) and Freeflyte, which is a Freya 39.  

 

As we waited for the boats moored outside us to leave, word spread around the dock 
that there was a postponement.  Apparently there was some issue with the commit-

Foulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff RaceFoulweather Bluff Race    
October 3, 2015October 3, 2015October 3, 2015October 3, 2015    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

 

Looking north at 

the wind and waves,  

out of the gap in the 

breakwater at the 

Edmonds marina. 

Not very inviting – 

they looked at least 

6 to 8 feet high! 
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tee boat not being able to get out of her slip.  As it turned out the issue was with the 
chase boat not being able to make its way across the Puget Sound to set the tempo-
rary race mark at Pilot Point. 

 

We listened to the radio, and after a little over an hour we heard the first start would 
be at 11:30AM, a delay of 1 ½ hours.  That was a good thing (at least in my opinion,) 
as the wind had seemed to calm down a little, and now was blowing in the upper 
20’s. We set the boat up with the small jib, and headed for the starting line.  All was 
fine; we got a decent start and headed north for the first mark at Scatchet Head. The 
tide was with us, so most of the first leg was going to be on a port tack, as the nor-
therly whipped down Admiralty Inlet.  

 

 

We made our way around Scatchet Head, and then up to the Foulweather Bluff Buoy. 
All was fairly uneventful, save for a couple big waves crashing over the bow, and a J-
30 that insisted upon ignoring the fact that the current was sweeping us rapidly to the 
north. (What is the definition of “proper course” again?)  We made our rounding, 
avoided the other boats, and set the spinnaker for the run to Edmonds.  

 

 

 

 

Now on starboard 

tack, heading up-

wind toward the 

Foulweather Bluff 

mark. By this time 

the wind was in the 

mid 20s. All was 

going well, and we 

had left Mei Li be-
hind by about ½ 

mile. 
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Our run south was pretty much the line.  We stayed on the western side of the inlet 
until we got to Point-no-Point to avoid the majority of the adverse current, then jibed 
over and headed for the Start-Finish line. By this time we had lost track of all the oth-
er boats in our class except Airloom, whom we could see a mile or so ahead of us. 
The wind pretty much maintained the mid to low 20’s all the way back, and we fin-
ished with a couple of other boats that started 15 or 20 minutes behind us. After the 
finish of the race I was pretty sure we had placed well enough for some sort of tro-
phy, but I had totally lost track of Freeflyte, and I knew Airloom had crossed about 15 
minutes ahead of us.  

Left: Starblazer and Peer Gynt ,beside us, as we approached the finish line. 
Right: Our award for second place in class. (Edmonds has nice trophies) 

 

Ben Mathewson fly-

ing the kite as we 

make a direct line 

back to Edmonds 

and the Start-Finish 

line.  

 

Still plenty of wind, 

but manageable. 
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So another Foulweather Bluff Race was completed without incident. The other CAPS 
boat in the race was Sweet Sue II, skippered by Dave Motter.  They sailed the shorter 
course, and finished nearly 15 minutes in front of their nearest competitor.  Last Tan-
go (J-105 skippered by Jim Geros of SBYC) finished 1st in his class about five minutes 
ahead of his competition. 
 

I want to thank Monique Anderson for her work behind the camera, not only for the 
photos in this article, but also for a wonderful video that was posted on Facebook just 
after the race.  
 

Tom Madden, Race Chair, 

S/V Sea Trek II 

SBYC Snowbird SeriesSBYC Snowbird SeriesSBYC Snowbird SeriesSBYC Snowbird Series    
2015 2015 2015 2015 ----    2016201620162016    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

Just a quick note that the SBYC sponsored Snowbird series for the winter of 2015-
2016 is nearly upon us. The first race will be held on Saturday, November 14, and the 
next race on December 12. 
 
Dates for 2016 are still tentative per coordination with the Seattle Area Racing Calen-
dar (SARC), but I have tentatively asked for January 9, February 6, and March 19.   
Those dates avoid other major races in the area, although if you are a South Sound-
er, you will find there are still conflicts with the races in the Tacoma/Olympia area. 
 
If you (or a friend) wish to race, you can still get into the Snowbird series. If not, 
consider helping out on the Race Committee. We are usually in a fairly large (and 
warm) powerboat, and after the boats are sent off to run the course we have a cou-
ple hours to chat, enjoy each other’s company, discuss the race, the boats, the racing 
rules, (OK that might be a little boring) and, of course, eat pizza and sip your favorite 
beverage.  
 
If anyone wishes to just spend a nice day out on the water and help me with the race 
chores, just let me know and we will find you a spot and some important tasks to do. 
We meet at the boat at 10:00AM, and are usually back at the dock mid-afternoon, 
depending on the wind, of course. 
 
Tom Madden,  
Race Chair 
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SBYC Makes A Difference!SBYC Makes A Difference!SBYC Makes A Difference!SBYC Makes A Difference!    
bybybyby    

Pat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, Commodore    

 

SBYC MAKES A DIFFERENCE TO FOOTLOOSE SAILING ASSOCIATION 

 

Following SBYC’s annual Transpuget Benefit Race, Club officials donated the proceeds 
of $1,395 to Footloose in non-restricted funds. 

 

In case you missed it, the race was held in late September with 23 boats competing 
in three classes.  

 

According to Bob Ewing, founder and Footloose board member, “This generous gift 
will help Footloose put smiles on a lot of disabled sailors.” 

 

Footloose Sailing Association provides safe, accessible and rewarding sailing experi-
ences to disabled members of the community, their friends and families.  
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ELECTIONSELECTIONSELECTIONSELECTIONS    
2016201620162016    

Pat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, Commodore    

TIME TO ELECT NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS 
 

It’s November again, and SBYC’s annual elections will be held at the November dinner 
meeting. At press time, we are still searching for volunteers for two elected positions 
- the Rear Commodore and Vice Commodore - and for the appointed position of Fleet 
Captain. (Please see the Commodore’s column on page 1 of this issue of the Rudder-
post for changes in the service terms of the Flag Officers.)  
 

While we are still attempting to fill those positions, the remainder will be expertly 
staffed. On the ballot are: 
 

Matt Fraser, Commodore (his second “tour of duty”) 

Rick Krause, Treasurer (multiple years) 

Jewels Mellen, Secretary 

Pat Hillis, Immediate Past Commodore 

Colin Shannon-Garvey and Anne Girvin, Directors at Large 

Tom Madden, Race Chair 

Nancy Kick, Cruise Chair. 
 

Our thanks to all those who have volunteered for these positions. 

T h e  R U D D E R P O S T  T h e  R U D D E R P O S T  is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guide-
lines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before 
Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board 
Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Din-
ner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” or Twitter at “@ShilsholeBayYC.” 
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Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership!  Please complete this informa�on form and return it with your dues.  In order to 

be listed in the 2016 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 17, 2015.  Please make your check payable to 

“SBYC” and write “2016 Membership” on the memo line.  Send this completed form and payment to: 

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 

A�n:  Rear Commodore 

2442 NW Market St, # 98 

Sea�le, WA  98107 

You can also pay dues at the October, November or December Dinner Mee�ngs.  Prompt payment will be appreciated.  Accurate 

and �mely comple�on of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newsle0er, and 

that your membership card is printed promptly and correctly.   

Membership Dues for 2016 (check all boxes that apply) 

 

 

Contact Information (required, please print clearly). Also, please note that the Rudderpost will be sent to your Email Address. 

Member 1     Member 2 

 

Boat Information (if applicable) 

 

 

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s participation, volunteering is encouraged and expected. Please plan to lend a 

hand. 

I/We will volunteer for:    __Races     ___Crewing      ___Cruises      ___Special Events     ___Wherever needed  

�  Senior   $70 covering up to two individuals 

�  Intermediate   $35 per person, ages 18 through 29  

�  Cruising   $10 covering two individuals 

�  Junior   $10 per person, ages 10 through 17 

First and Last Name   

Address 

 

 

 

 

Phone  

Home: 

 

Mobile:  

Home: 

 

Mobile:  

E-mail   
  

Boat Name  Boat Type        �  Sail          � Power    

PHRF Ra6ng  Make  

Moorage Loca6on  Year  

 
SHILSHOLE BAY YACHT CLUB 

Membership Renewal Form  


