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The summer months are slowly 

moving on as fall approaches and 

club dinner meetings commence 

once again.  Our first fall meeting 

is occurring on September 18 

(yes it will still be summer) so 

mark it on your calendars.   

This summer has been especially 

warm and dry, with so many of our cruising boats enjoying the 

waters of the Pacific Northwest.  Beginning with our annual 

June Dinner Dance featuring a theme of “Circus-Circus,” we 

enjoyed one of the most elaborate displays of fashion and dec-

oration.  We all owe so much to Mary Murphy and Sharon 

Clark for planning, organizing, and spearheading this event. 

Our third of July “raft-up” in Liberty Bay to watch the fireworks 

was attended by a dozen boats, with appetizers, refreshments, 

and good conversation abounding. Our summer rendezvous 

took place in August, at Sucia Island.  Six boats were in at-

tendance with Linger Longer, Morning Star, Breeze, Slow 

Dance, Foreign Affair, and Interprize.  Mary Murphy also joined 
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October 4  - Salmon Bake at Brownsville 

Cruise Dates 2014 
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in the fun residing on both Morning Star and Linger Longer.  

The weather was initially stormy, but clouds gave way to a bit 

of fog, then sunshine.  Many club boats wandered further 

north to the Broughtons, enjoying a bit of adventure in the less 

traveled waters. Details of many of these events are available 

in the Cruise Report. 

Kris and Kirk Doyle provided some great discussion on their 

travels north to Alaska and plans they have to linger down the 

west coast, as they are currently doing right now.  They write a 

wonderful and detailed blog which you can find at 

www.k2doyle.com, and click on the “Where are we now” link. 

Kirk and Kris have graciously offered to provide their charts of 

northern waters to club members and Chris Powell is currently 

looking at putting an effective plan together for the manage-

ment of the chart library. 

We are getting set to sponsor Footloose Sailing in our Annual 

Trans-Puget Benefit Race on the 20th of this month. Bob 

Ewing, President of Footloose Sailing, will be joining the race 

awards ceremony at Anthony’s, as the disabled sailors are sail-

ing for their final time this season out of Leschi Marina, where 

he continues with the theme – “leave your disability at the 

dock.” 

We are looking forward to the Salmon Bake at Brownsville Ma-

rina on October 4th and 5th, so I hope to see many of you 

there. 

Finally, speaking of service, there are plenty of opportunities to 

help our SBYC in organizing and conducting our many events. 

One of the strongest ways you can show your support is to 

serve on the board in one of a number of capacities. With elec-

tions for the 2015 board coming in just two months, a nomi-

nating committee is forming with John Sterry as the Chair, and 

with volunteer help from Mary Murphy and Jewels Mellen, to 

recruit talented folks like you to volunteer to join the board.  
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Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis     

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday Next Dinner Meeting Thursday September 18, 2014September 18, 2014September 18, 2014September 18, 2014    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  ----        7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner     
    

Speaker: Wendy Hinman 
 

Topic: BIG TIME RACING - THE PLAYERS, THE RUMORS, THE REALITY  

Positions to fill include:  

1) Director at Large  

2) Cruise Chair  

3) Fleet Captain  

4) Rear Commodore 

Don’t forget, it is you - the club members, particularly the members that volunteer so 

much of their time - who bring life to the club and make for such fun times and devel-

op such enduring relationships.  

Don’t miss this first meeting following our summer 
hiatus. Catch up with old friends, raise a cup to the 
summer’s experiences and come listen to a fascinat-
ing and engaging speaker. 
 

Have you ever wanted to play with the “big boys” of 
the sailing world? You know, the ones who sail the 
famous races like the America’s Cup, the Volvo Ocean 
Race and the Around Alone Race?  

 

If you’re like most of us who watch these events from afar, you’ll want to come to the 
September meeting and meet Wendy Hinman who, along with her husband Garth, 
were right in the middle of the frenzied shore action in New Zealand before and be-
tween some of the races. While voyaging in New Zealand on their 31-foot boat Vil-
lella, they had the opportunity to get a close look at these well-known races and meet 
some of the sailors who undertake the grueling challenges. 
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Wendy introduces us to “the players, the rumors, the reality” as she shares stories 
from their encounters with the pinnacle of the racing world, bringing us some of the 
lesser known aspects of this racing life.   

 

Author of Tightwads on the Loose: A Seven Year Pacific Od-

yssey, Hinman details the highlights of their 34,000 mile, 

seven-year adventure sailing their own Velella on the high 

seas. During their voyage, they spent considerable time in 

New Zealand absorbing not only the racing and boating life, 

but the culture and customs of the country itself. 

For those of you who like to race, either casually (cruising style) or competitively race, 

it’s time to mark your calendar and get your crew together for our yacht club’s big-

gest race of the year.  Get on the website and download an entry form, fill it out and 

send it in. 

This year again, all proceeds from the TransPuget Race will go to support “Footloose 

Sailing Association.”  They are a very worthwhile cause that provides a way for disa-

bled people to spend time sailing on the water, from smaller dingy type vessels to 

fairly good sized keelboats.   

We have again solicited some great prizes, including haul-outs, gift certificates for 

goods or services, as well as some nice baubles for your boat. After the racing we will 

meet at Anthony’s Shilshole in the bar for an awards presentation, some good conver-

sations, and raffling off many of the prizes.  

TransTransTransTrans----PugetPugetPugetPuget    
September 20, 2014September 20, 2014September 20, 2014September 20, 2014    

By Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race Chair    
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For those of you that are interested, I still have room for one or two more people to 

help Jerry Hillis and me out on Olele, which Jerry has again agreed to let us use as 

the committee boat. If you are interested in understanding what all this “race stuff” is 

all about, or if you already have the skills and just want to watch from the committee 

boat side, please feel free to contact me and come along. The club even buys the piz-

za, and Jerry’s boat is very warm and comfortable. 

So come join us for a fun Saturday, September 20 - it all goes to a great cause! 

See you there! 

Tom Madden, Race Chair 

s/v  Sea Trek II  

Reciprocal Moorage SurveyReciprocal Moorage SurveyReciprocal Moorage SurveyReciprocal Moorage Survey    
By Lynn McNulty, SecretaryBy Lynn McNulty, SecretaryBy Lynn McNulty, SecretaryBy Lynn McNulty, Secretary    

 

Every year the SBYC Board has a discussion as to whether or not our members re-
ceive equal benefit from moorage at reciprocating yacht clubs compared to what is 
paid out to yacht clubs using our moorage at Shilshole Bay. 

 

We know what is reimbursed to other yacht clubs but unless we survey SBYC mem-
bership we have no way of knowing which yachting destinations should be kept as re-
ciprocating members and which ones should be dropped. 

 

Therefore, you are being asked to take the survey, which will be posted on the Shil-
shole Bay Yacht Club web site: http://www.shilshole-bayyc.org  and/or alternatively 
you will be receiving an email.   

 

When taking the survey please consider the last two years of your moorage usage in 
answering the questionnaire. The survey is via Survey Monkey and results will be 
published in the October Rudderpost.  
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Cruise UpdateCruise UpdateCruise UpdateCruise Update    
By Mary Murphy, Cruise CoBy Mary Murphy, Cruise CoBy Mary Murphy, Cruise CoBy Mary Murphy, Cruise Co----ChairChairChairChair    

Greetings SBYC Summer Loving Members 

Ladies and Gents, Boys and Girls, take a look at the colorful people in full costume 
under the big top. We had several honored visitors this year at the 2014 June Dinner 
Dance.  Why, we had visits from the double headed lady, a snake charmer, a bearded 
lady, a full breasted genie, a magician, lion tamers, clowns, jesters and a tarot card 
reading gypsy!  Of course the ring master, Mr. Commodore himself, guided us through 
a wonderful evening of activities such as Pitch the Pennies, Fish for Ducks, and Mystic 
Future Predictions.  In addition to the excellent music conducted by the Dogtones, we 
had a surprise performance from the “Singing Circus Seniors” who entertained the 
crowd holding their microphone spoons for several songs.  Last, but certainly not 
least, the food this year was exceptional.  The Krause contingency with their midget 
helpers served food commensurate with the circus theme, including those horrible 
corn dogs.   

Although the crowd was a bit smaller this year, people who did come arrived in full re-
galia making the experience a “Really Big Show” for everyone.  My special thanks to 
the planning committee who really did work hard this year on the decorations.  Sha-
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ron Clark, Alice Anderson, Bonnie Murray, Jessie Lundin, Anne Girvin and yours truly 
really emitted their creative circus capacities for all to enjoy.  And another special 
thanks to Pauline Bruce for her publishing ingenuity that helped generate such enthu-
siasm.  Thank you folks, for making this year so special. 

 

The next event that took place was the Summer Rendezvous on Sucia Island in Echo 
Bay.  This year we had six boats making the experience a bit more intimate.  People 
came from all different directions again this year, with some of us getting there by au-
tomobile, ferry ride, dinghy ride and finally boat ride.  Felicia and Sam were particu-
larly generous by hosting the salty crowd for cocktails. Later, the group went off to 
shore for the second annual candle lighting fire pit ceremony in the picnic shelter be-
cause another fire ban was in place.  The next day some went for a hike, some went 
kayaking and some stayed quietly reading in their cockpit.  It was another very relax-
ing, low key and enjoyable time in paradise. 

 
Oh People…….…the fun ain’t over yet.  Our last SBYC event for 2014 is the Salmon 
Bake in Brownsville on October 4th.  To keep in theme with adding a twist, this year’s 
dress up idea is “Clash and Dress Ugly.”  Be bold and ask yourself, “just how bad do I 
want to look?”  Be brave and ask yourself, “how can I dress worse than everyone 
else?”  Be thoughtful and ask yourself, “who says plaid doesn’t match with polka dots 
anyway?”  Be compassionate and promise yourself to laugh at people as hard as you 
can!  
 
Come and show off your clothing ugliness with other club members to break bread for 
a mere $10. Delicious salmon will be provided, and please don’t forget to bring some-
thing to share and something to drink. Festivities will begin with cocktails at 5:30 in 
the pavilion and dinner will be served around 6:30. Hopefully our ex-ring master will 
turn musician and entertain the crowd with some melodic tunes. 
 
We have reserved 10 slips at the marina so be sure to make your reservation as soon 
as possible.  When making your arrangements, let the Port know you are with SBYC 
so that they can keep count.  Hope to see you there. 
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The Broughtons Call to the Adventuresome,The Broughtons Call to the Adventuresome,The Broughtons Call to the Adventuresome,The Broughtons Call to the Adventuresome,    

And Those with a Pioneer Spirit.And Those with a Pioneer Spirit.And Those with a Pioneer Spirit.And Those with a Pioneer Spirit.    
By Pat Hillis, Vice CommodoreBy Pat Hillis, Vice CommodoreBy Pat Hillis, Vice CommodoreBy Pat Hillis, Vice Commodore    

If all the Shilshole Bay Yacht Club boats that went to the Broughtons this summer 
had been able to get together at the same time, they could have had a far north ren-
dezvous simultaneously with the “southern” Sucia rendezvous in August. 

This was certainly the summer (a near perfect 10 weather-wise) for intrepid sailors to 
span out to cross the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the Strait of Georgia, Dent, Gillard and 
Yaculta Rapids, and Johnstone Strait, traveling some 300 miles to the archipelago 
east of the northern tip of Vancouver Island. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

While most of the club members knew others were heading to the same destination, 
six boats ultimately ended up taking the challenge, though they all left at different 
times.   

Richard Spore and Betsy Plotkin in Qayaq took honors for being there the longest, 
leaving in June and staying through August. Coming from the opposite direction, af-
ter completing their Alaska voyage and now trekking down to Mexico were Kris and 
Kirk Doyle in Linger Longer. Others on that particular marine highway were Pat and 
Jerry Hillis in Olele, Larry and Sharon Clark in Antares, Jack 

 

 

 

 

  

Betsy and Richard check out the rus-

tic bench on a short trail hike in the 

Broughtons. 

Burdwood Group, day anchorage with a 
kayak paddle . Lacy Falls. 

Early morning reflections “before 

the birds were up” in a solitary cove 

near Health Bay. 

Sunset begins to fall on Sullivan 

Bay. 

The view over Pierre’s at Echo Bay, one of 

the few summer marinas, floating havens 

for boaters in the Broughtons. 
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and Judy Tallman on Scooter, Hugh and Susan Hoover, along with Eric, Daniel and 
Katie on Islandia and Nancy Merson and John Sterry on Limmershin. 

 

Haven’t heard of the Broughtons? 
This  is a group of large, medium, 
and small islands covering hundreds 
of square miles and filled with allur-
ing waterways, islets, inlets and 
coves nestled among beautiful, gi-
gantic old trees, seemingly far away 

from humanity. Black bears forage along the shorelines and the waters are home to 
humpback whales and “dancing” dolphins - hundreds of them leaping, swimming and 
joyously breaching for themselves (one presumes) -- eagles soar overhead, herons 
squawk as they seek out a new perch. It’s not unusual for playful dolphins to ride 
your bow wake, sometimes for as long as 45 minutes; there are traces of Native 
American villages, some mere traces, others active communities; there are attractions 

such as the “Chief’s Bathtub” carved out of a granite wall surrounded by pictographs. 
Most remarkable is the blanket of stars in the sky, stars like you’ve never seen before, 
so thick that the Milky Way looks like a stripe across the blanket. 

This is not a place to go for grand dinners or nightlife as you know it - except what 
you provide for yourself and with your friends. The Broughton “nightlife” generally 
takes place at one of several floating marinas, staffed only through the short summer 
months, but welcoming visitors with potlucks, happy “appys”, shrimp dinners - all on 
the dock and all designed for boaters to meet and get to know each other. The most 
famous of these is Pierre’s at Echo Bay, with his Saturday night pig roast, twice week-
ly prime rib nights, and once a week fish night. Bring your wine or pop, an appetizer 
and meet people literally from around the world who are there for the same reasons 
you are.  And don’t be surprised if you meet some of these people again in secluded 
coves and inlets later in your cruise. 

 

Need groceries? Stores at a couple of the marinas are small, but usually have basic 
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provisions - milk, bread, sugar, potatoes, some fresh (or not so fresh) produce and 
some canned goods. Fuel is available only at a couple of marinas (but is easier to get 
than clear, potable drinking water), and 30 amp power can cost $30 a night. Gar-
bage? Unless it’s burnable, count on carrying it out of the Broughtons with you. 
 

Electronic communications in the Broughtons are rarely available, although some ma-
rinas provide basic, but sketchy, Wi-Fi; radio communications are limited by distance, 
texting is usually unavailable because there is no telephone service; hence, arranging 
to meet up with someone is often left to a single resource - CHANCE! And what fun it 
is to suddenly run into friends and spend a night or two rafted together, sharing hap-
py hours and dinners and stories of boat mishaps, bear sightings, crabbing successes, 
fishing tales and all the other awesome wonders they have seen.  One of the best of 
these was a gathering of Qayaq, Limmershin and Olele just in time to celebrate John’s 
83rd birthday in rustic style! 
 

If you’ve ever thought of going to the Broughtons, or you think you might someday, 
or reading about them tugs at your boating spirit, talk to any of the people who were 
up there this summer. It was a near magical experience! 

 

 

It was a rare and astonishing treat: two full moons in one day. At 5:15 a.m., the moon was setting in the Village Islands just 

as dawn was beginning to break. Later, at Goat Islet, the full moon began its rise in the early evening but was visible only a 

few short minutes before ducking behind the cloud cover.  

Pierre and Mike of Pierre’s at Echo Bay 

slice up the prime rib cooked in a smok-

er as they ready the main course for one 

of the twice weekly prime rib nights. 

  

John celebrates his 83rd 

birthday in the Broughtons. 

A rare pot full of crabs in the Broughtons. 

Most were under sized and female due to 

heavy commercial crabbing in the area. 
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T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the 
guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions be-
fore Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the 
Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday before the 
June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org.  Find us on Facebook at “SBYC”. 

 

Dusky Cove Anchorage, post kayaking. Lady Boot Cove. 

Fogged in Lady Boot Cove. Antares ghosts through the early morning ma-

rine layer in the Broughtons as the Clarks leave 

Goat Islet. 

Port McNeill Harbour mascot . 

Broughtons photos courtesy of Pat Hillis and Richard Spore. 


